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HaPPY NEW YEQr. PEany FOr more?!

Mangamagazine's resolution for 2006—the year of the dog—is
to paws, perk up our ears, and listen to what youwant. Clearly,
you have good taste...that's why you're part of the TOKYOPQOP
Manga Revolution! And this issue of the magazine is chock-
full of new features and uitra-cool bonuses, allin response to
your amazing feedback.

First off, you told us you wanted “mare-more-more!” We heard
you. And we've delivered. The winter issue of Manga magazine
has exploded to 192 pages (if you don't believe me, just count
‘em), packed with more full-color manga love, and it’s all at the
same low price: nada...or tada as they say in Japanese.

We're also psyched to give you Loveless cards. When we
announced this series at Anime Expo, you sang paeans of joy.
So make sure you give a Loveless card to someone you care
about—Ilet’s resolve to leave no one loveless in ‘06! The cards
are bound in the middle of the magazine—thanks, Uncle Ron.

And finally, there's a little manga series called Fruits Basket.
We read all your letters, and it was unanimous—you want
MORE Furubal (After all, you need your recommended five
daily servings of Fruitl) That's why we've given you a sneak
peek of the entire first chapter of Fruits Basket volume 13—
read it here first|

And since there were so many things you already loved about
Manga magazine, we're proud to offer you more of the samel
That means there's tons of manga from Japan, including
Dragon Head, a new, pulse-pounding adventure, and Kami-
Kaze, the bloody supernatural epic. We're showcasing cool
original series from our own creators, including ones on
which talent from all over the world collaborated. Check out
Ark Angels (from Korea) and Juror 13 (from Japan). This issue
proves one thing: Manga is a global phenomenon!

And just when you thought it couldn’t get any better, there's
MORE! We interview the Goth Loli Queen Mitsukazu Mihara,
creator of Beautiful Peaple; recast King Kong manga-style;
and reveal what your blood type says about you.

Keep the letters coming and visit us when we hit your town—
we'll be at New York Comic-Con, February 24-26. We'll be the
ones trying to figure out how to get to Carnegie Hall.

~Marcoting

SIGN UP AT: www TOKYOPOP.com




amazon.com.

BARNES&-NOBLE

BOOKSELLERS
www.hn.com

BORDERS.

BOOKS MUSIC MOVIES CAFE

BAMMCOM

BOOKSAMILLION.COM

Buy.com

We love manga, we love our fans, and
we especially love our retailers—and
here are afew retailers who love manga

as much as we do! We encourage you

£ to buy TOKYOPOP goodies from your ¥

favorite bookstore and comic shop- -

look for manga in the graphic novel or

manga section.

To find a store near you, visit:

www.tokyopop.com/aboutus/buy.php

Your Entertainment Superstore

SUNCOAST

The store for movie lovers.

TOWER RECORDS.

Towear com

Waldenbooks

BRENTANODS
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ART DIRECTOR & CAPO DEL'ARTE: Anne Marie Graziano Horne
SENIOR EDITOR & CONSIGLIERE: Julie Taylor
MANAGING EDITOR & UNDERBOSS: Marco Pavia
ASSISTANT ART DIRECTOR: Seth Cable-Hoffa
LIL GENERAL: Lillian Diaz-Praybyl ]
CHIEF OTAKU OFFICER: Alexis Kirsch 12,41
“FAMILY BUSINESS®; The TOKYOPOP Editors ¢
DESIGN ASSISTANCE: Louls Csontos
DIGITAL IMAGING MANAGER: Chris Buford (king of the hot wing) 2§
PRODUCTION MANAGER: Jennifer Miller £
. & VP OF PRODUCTION: Ron Klamert {If it's Friday, I'm inl)
[ e S PUBLISHER & LEMON ICE KING: Mike Kiley

S oty PRESIDENT & .0.0.: John Parker
| CEO0.&CC0: Stuart Levy

GOMMenGsS? LEGGErs? SUSYESGIONS? SGOMES?

Here's some infa you should know about sending us your stuff:
All submissions of letters and art must be made via regular mail to:

TOKYOPOR atin: Manga Magazine
5900 Wilshire Blvd., Suite 2000
Los Angeles, CA 90036

Please print your name, your age, and your address clearly on your lgtter,
art, stary, etc

Fruits Basket

FRENTS WAEFT = TP Mlrr e Takiv AN IR, 1AL

No submissions will be returned to you. Anything you send ta us becames
the property of TOKYOPOP Inc. We will have the right to print, reproduce,
distribute, ar modify the artwork for use in any of our products; royalty-free.
We will have the right to print your name, city, and state if we include your
work in any of our products.

Ifyou are under 18, here's what needs to happen:
E:mait mangamagazineITOKYOPOP.com 0On the back of each piece of artwork or each page of a letter submitted,
AR AL G our parent or guardian must give his or her permission.

A TOKYOROR ©ubication You acknowledge that all material you send to us is your original creation =i
TOKYOPOP Ing and does not violate the rights of others. (In other words, it's OK to send us 5 8§zdzs
5800 VWilshire Blud. Suite 2000 art based on CLAMP's manga, but only if YOU are the artist and NOT if you
Los Angeles, CA 90036 ripped it off from your little sister or former best friend.)




"rHIS IS ROCK MANGA DONE RICHT. HIGHLY RECOMMENDED!"

S AD BRS oN PAGES 12&13.

BECK yoL.3 IN STORES

& 2006 Harold Sakuishi.

BARNESZNOBLE BOOKS-AMILLION BORDERS. SUNCOAST Waldenbooks COMIC SHOP LOCATOR SERVICE
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“] Letter from the Editor

"2 Where to Buy Manga

Give our retailers some love!

U4 contributions & Credits
Ogawa-san says we have to
put this legal stuff in here.

“ﬁ Contents
{it's like, this page.)

"8 Manga Online
Mora free manga?
Priceless!

W manga 101
"Dear Alexis, tell me more
about the manga that | know
and love (And, really, what
happened ta Lil?}"

I2 The Beat Crusaders
BECK's men behind
the masks.

M Sorcerers & Secretaries
Manga Preview
She's a daydream beligver...

30

40

49

al
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60

68

My Cat Loki

Pick o the Litter on
manga online—
seepage 8

Recasting Your
Favorite Movies,
Manga-Style

If only we were the
producers.

The Dreaming
Manga Preview
To sleep, perchance
to wake up!

Art from the Fans
Hey, Van Gogh, you listening?

Idiotz Manga Preview
Putting the zero back
in "hero.”

Cameos in Manga
Is that who | think it is?!

Juror 13Manga
Preview
The trial of the century.

Roadsong Manga

Preview
Band on the run.

WINTER 2006




18 Point-Counterpoint
Lindsey might hit you
with Lil's fan.

aﬂ Ark Angels
Manga Preview
Saving the waorld...
one species at a time,

BB Sea Princess Azuri
Manga Preview
Save the world—or follow
your heart?

06 steal This Look
What to wear...

what to wear?

gﬂ Wareraft Manga
Preview
The Dragon Hunt continues...

FPBSH diD GINOLY...
FPlIﬂl Jﬂl'illl Il]ﬂ The Abandoned

Manga Preview

Children shouldn’t play with |
]35 Loveless Manga Preview dead things. |
Every secret has its price. |
"3 What's Your |
M] Dragon Head Manga Preview Blood Type?
No one gets out of here alive. ERT{ A5 A, D A8 L
'M The Six Degrees of
]5' Kami-Kaze Manga Preview Telepathic Wanderers
Warriors...come out to play! Yes, including You-Know-Who.
i B Prose fro
‘IHI Fruits st iasgn Praviow Prose from the Pros
: Manga Novels are here!
Furuba just 4 U1
l?ﬂ Interview with
192 Letter from Japan Mitsukazu Mihara

SIGN UP AT: www. TOKYOPOF.com 7
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. —— Hey, there! Logged onto Manga Online recently? If ya did, then
= you'll have seen totally exclusive manga previews. And you also
‘ , know that you can vote for your favarite manga, submit cosplay
photos, listen to MangaPods, read creator interviews...all sorts
of free schiuff. Here is a sampling of things to come when you
log on to www.TOKYOPOP.com/mangaonline.

) So whatcha waiting for? Kick back, put yer feet up, grab a cold
one [soda, dudes!), boot your computer, tell your little brother to
run away, and experience the revolution that is manga.

VIEW NOW i

BIZENGHAST VOL 2

When Dinah and Vincent set out to
MY CAT LOKI solve the rest of the Mausoleum's
The day his pet cat died was the day
Ameya withdrew from the world.

riddles, they travel through Bizen-
Several years later, Amaya encounters

ghast’s eerie past to rid the woods of
a drenched stray cat in the park. Little WI

a festering plague-carrier.
does he know what fate has in store
KAT & MOUSE

far him...

When a clique of rich, popular kids
ATOMIC KING DAIDOGAN frame Kat's science teacher dad for
In Neo-Tokyo, Goto Onishi and his tiny stealing schoal property, can she and
ramen house have rocketed to promi- her new friend, rebellious computer
nence. Enraged by the attention Goto nerd Mouse, prove who the real cul-
receives, unsavary CEOs constantly prits are?

S

- -

=
N\ 2

® SO0 YOU WANT TO SEE A MAME

o

challenge him to epic corporate robot NEW SERIES DEBUTING IN
battles! But Goto has the world's most B A
powerful robot: Atomic King DAIDOGAN! I EI3 I*UA“ {

I LUV HALLOWEEN VOL 2 BLANK

Follow the misadventures of Blank,
a screwed-up secret agent with a
serious lapse in memory, and Aki,
the confused tomboy whom he has
swaorn to protect, as they go deep

All your twisted favorites return, but
this time they've brought along a few
friends! The ghoulish Halloween adven-
tures continue—hut what's this? The

+¥ * | town has been overrun with zombies!

undercover in that most dangerous of
territories—high schooi!

PRIVATE SCHOOL

The nation’s Covert Ops budget is
overburdened, and the best way to
secretly reallocate money is to do itin
the open and exploit legitimate chan-
nels: your school taxes. Welcome to
Private School

GO WITH GRACE

Grace, a bedridden girl with no
reason to live, is visited one night

by a mysterious boy wha invites her
to leave her room. As they journey
together to strange cities, it becomes
clear that the boy is not everything he
seems to be...and Grace's reason to
live might be the death of her.

EARTHLIGHT

The year: 2068 AD. The place:
Earthlight, the first international moon
colony. Population: 228 adults—and
42 kids. This all amounts to a high-
tech, high-stress environment. Like
their parents, these teens must forge

STAR?

their own

farms of

survival

and coop-

eration—if

[ - \ they are

i to succeed

in this

~= y harsh new

world

WINTER 2004




EAST COAST RISING
From New York City’s lower east side
to the depths of the Atlantic Ocean,
Cannonball Joe and his crew of
roughnecks test their strength and
friendship in search of the ultimate
buried treasure!
/WWIUU\,

SPOTLIGHT

VAN VON HUNTER VOL 2

The continuing adventures of a

hero wha is a legend in his own

lunchtime.
'v!nl W EOSra -
DRAMACON VOL. 2
It's Christie's second year
at the anime convention,
and the drama does not
stop here. Matt is also
back, but to Christie’s
shock, he now has a
girlfriend!

MAIL ORDER
NINJA

Welcome to Timmy
McAliister’s world:
Ninjas, giant robots, killer
monsters from outer space,

pit fiends, dragons, yetis, super
spies with wristwatches and
all sorts of other crazy stuff.
What more do you need?

BOYS OF SUMMER

Wear tight uniforms and carry a big
stick! Nathing ever goes as Bud
Waterston hopes, especially when
all the good-looking girls in his col-
ege dorm won't give him the time of
day. Sowhat's a guy to do? Join the
beleaguered band of misfits in an
effart to prove he's not as big a loser
as everyone thinks he is!

SGN UP AT: www TOKYOPORP com

SOKORA REFUGEES VOL 2
“Bad" is having to time-share her
body with the elfin sorceress Veila.
“Worse" is finding out that just about
every demon in Sokora seems to be
after Veilal And when a demon
vampire wants to.either date her or
eat her, what's a girl like Kana to do?

THE DARK GODDBYE
Hired to locate a missing
girl, Detective Max

“Mutt” Mason
discovers deeper
malignant forces
at work. Femme
fatales soon give
way to strange
creatures older
than humanity,
all bent on remak-
ing our world as
their own

THE DREAMING
When twin sisters
Amber and Jeanie
are accepted into
an exclusive boarding
school, they learn the
key to the school’s
dark past may lie in
the world of their
dreams...

* =

NEW SERIES DEBUTING IN

MARCH

/‘ r-;_-“.,n.--\_ﬂ__n A r*—\._a—\-_,.n.\
SPOTLIGHT
OFF*BEAT VOL. 2
The intrigue, drama, and thrills continue
as more secrets about Colin and the
mystarious Gaia Project are revealed!
-rfai'_‘-fé.__'!;n{-‘,.‘*x‘ T e T

KING CITY
With a simple
injection, Joe's cat
can be anything:

a weapon, a tool,
or even a cuddly
companion. But
what—if any-
thing—can
trans-
form
Joe?
What-
ever it
Is, it can
probably be
found in King City, an
outrageous semifutur-
istic city full of spy gangs,
alien porn, and reasonably
priced diners,

SNOW

Snow, a young man en-  »
dowed with destructive
powers, flees to an icy,
desolate planet. There,

he hopes to escape his
past. But he soon forges .

a romance with Katari- k " :

na, the spunky leader . o g
of & vigilante gang, ‘e @
and all hell is about 4 d

.
to break loose! M

Check out the next generation of
manga-ka from across the pond in
TOKYOPOP's Rising Stars of Manga!

Art (from left to right,
sort of):

| Luv Halloween, Blank,
East Coast Rising,

My Cat Loki

RSOM UK WINNERS




MAMNGA 10

Manga oo alBHIS K dishes it out to you fans who want to know

everything there is to know about why some anime end halfway
through the series, when the next volume of Furuba comes out, and
how to score with the hotties from DeNeAngel.

HEY, MANGA
FANS! THANKS
FOR ALL THE

Dear Manga 101,

I may sound like I'm a complete idiot but what's
the difference between anime and manga?
Also, | want to dress up as a person from Tokyo
Mew Mew—where can | find a pattern for a
Cafe Mew Mew uniform? I'm probably asking
too many questions now, but | have one more.
What is cosplay?

Yours truly,

Anime Unsure

Dear AU,

Sound like a COMPLETE idiot? Of course not...
Anime is animation while manga are graphic
novels (think comics). Many popular anime series
have manga versians on which they were based!
Check out Girls Bravo, Samurai Champloo, Ai Yori
Aoshi, Samurai Deeper Kyo, Scrapped FPrincess,
Initial D and DearS! Wait, you ask about dressing
up as a manga character and then want to know
what cosplay i1s? That is what cosplay is! Visit
Manga Online at www.TOKYOPOP.com for tips
about your costume. Good luck!

1] WINTER 1006




Dear Manga 101,
What's up with those anime series that end
halfway? Why don't they finish them? When this
happens, does it mean that it's over? Next, this
is probably stupid, so please don't smack me
with your fan. | just wanted to know if | can get
a date with Riku and Risa Harada from DefNe
Angel. They're like hot and | just fell in love with
the twins.

You Rock!

Day Dreamer

Yo, DD!

Sometimes anime and manga series aren’t very
popular and get canceled without a proper end-
ing. There are also cases when the anime ends
because it has caught up to where the manga
story is and must wait until more of the manga

is released—| know many fans are hoping for a
continuation of the Fruits Basket anime. As for
your other question... Don't worry, | won't smack
you with a fan. Lillian damaged so many fans that
| had to take over Manga 101 to ensure fan safety.
And while | can certainly relate to your twin love,
don't you think hotties like Riku and Risa have bet-
ter things to do than hang out with you? ;)

Dear Manga 101,

| have dreams of creating my very own manga

series. I'm currently working on it but it's hard
when you don’t have a clue on the first thing to
do. My question to you is would TOKYOPOP be
a good company to publish my story, and if so,

what would | need to do? Thanks for the time,

Mickey

SIGN LIP AT: www TOKYOPOPRcom

Hi, Mickey.
TOKYOPOP is proud to be the largest publisher

of manga not from Japan. We are very creator-
friendly and look forward to warking with you! The
best way to get started is to join our Rising Stars of
Manga competition. Information about submissions
can be found at www TOKYOPOPcam. We have
signed up many Rising Stars of Manga winners to
manga deals, including creators of books such as
Sorcerers & Secretaries, which wa're featuring in
Manga magazine. Also, if you have a grest stary
hut not the artistic skills, you can-always find an
artist to team up with!

Dear Manga 101,

I've gol a question that's been driving me crazy.
Why does it take 5o long for new volumes of
certain manga to come out here in America? For
instance, the twelfth volume of Fruits Basket (one
of my total favs) wasn't reieased until December!
I know it takes a while to transiate and print, but
please. It can't take over three months?! Can it?
Meanwhile |, and I'm sure many others, feel the
time tick by unbearingly slowly. Help me! | cant
take all the waiting!!!!

xl

Manga-Luv'n-Girl

Dear MLG,

As afellow Manga Luv'er, | teel your pain... When
it comes to Fruits Basket specifically, TOKYOPOP
is catching upto the original Japanese releases.
InJapan, Fruits Basket comes out quite slowly,
about 3-4 volumes a yaar. So we have to slow our
reledse to match theirs. How about trying some
new series inthe meantime to get you :hrough
your Fruits Basket withdrawals?

Some great ones you might like

are Broken Angels,

Dazzle, Queen's

Knight and

Snow Drog




I'LL BE BECK

: MONGOLIAN CHOP SQUAD

NE SAT DOWN WITH SINGER-GUITARIST
HIDAKA OF THE BEAT CRUSADERS
THAT PLAYS THE THEME SONG

JR THE BECK ANIME. CH

MAN BEHIND THE MASK..

Manga magazine's marketing ninja
Josh Pool and his partner in crime,
the Mad Professor Paul Morrissey,
ask the Qs in their guest to find all
the A's on the long and winding road
up Mt. Rockmore.

y ) o d
i Torm Uie bani
A: It was 1997 or 1998. When my
former band (a lame local Indie-guitar
band) broke up, | made up my mind
that | was going to make a new band
which plays strange guitar-pop with
hooky melodies and a punk edge.
Back then there was no such band.
Everyone else played simple. So |
tried to get signed to a “major” label
because the Japanese Indie scene
was getting boring day by day, year
by year. We were all friends from
the Japanese live house scene (you
know?). Each of us belonged to

7

E BEAT CRUSADER

|

WINTER 2006




I'LL BE BECK

different bands, but we recognized
each other’s talents.

@: Why did you choose to name the
band “Beat Crusaders™?

A: There was a cool band called Folk
Crusaders almast thirty years ago in
Japan. They played weird songs but
every song they played had beautiful
melodies. The name Beat Crusaders
is kinda dedicated to Folk Crusaders,
and literally, we'd like to save
Japanese Beat...l mean, music.

L: I love your cover of | Can See
Clearly Now.” You seem to have

a pretty strong punk influence
Which bands and musicians

have inspired you?

A: Sure! I'm still into punk rock stuff,
From the Ramones, Sex Pistols, the
Clash, The Damned, etc. to modern
stuff like Nirvana, Operation lvy, NOFX,
Sebadoh, etc... But I'm also a big fan
of Devo, XTC and The Residents, which
play pop songs with strange ideas.
That part inspires me & lot. Always.

(: What are your favorite bands
right now?

A: Each member is into different
genres. Nowadays, 'm into strange

SIGN UP AT: www TOKYOPOPcom

pop bands like OK Go, Chin Up Chin
Up, and Need New Body. Alsa, I'm
listening to early hard-care stuff
again, like G.B.H, Discharge,
Germs and Gang Green...etc.

(: Providing the theme song for the
Beck anime is a pretty sweet gig

How did you land it?

A: There were some Beat Crusaders
fans amongst the animation staff,
They knew that we were a big fan of
rock ‘n’ roll, so they trusted us to make
various types of rock songs. That's
pretty cool!

Q: Did you have the chance to work
with the manga-ka, Harold Sakuishi?
A: | had some interviews with him.
He's a big fan of baseball!

Q: What's your favorite part about
Beck—Maho right?

A: Beck describes the real Japanese
Indie scene. That's what | love!

My favorite character is Chiba.

He always feels lonely and thinks
that nobody loves him...but he
tries to change the situation to
become better by himself. That's a
simple logic, but we seldom make it
happen...that's the point.

0: How

long have
)

being on the road \
A:We toured a lot....| don't remember
the actual number. Being on the road \
is always tough (sometimas rough) \
for us; it tells us how important it

is to know what happens at each

place. Those kinda things are a great
inspiration for us to keep playing...,
great inspiration to write new songs.

Q: Do you have any plans to tour
the U.S.7
A: None right now. But I'd like to!

{0: | just have to ask one more guestion:
What is going on with you wearing

character masks and cove

your faces in your pholos? Are those
characters truly the Beal Crusaders?
When | started Beat Crusaders, | was
a businessman in Japanese show biz.
Basically, the band was totally my
hobby, so | wasn't thinking about being
famous at the beginning. Eventually,
the omen ["mask” in Japanese]
became well-known. ..




SORACERERS & SECRETARIES

P

SORCERERS

SECRETARIEDS

B R e F
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Amy Kim Ganter was born in 1980

in Binghamton, N.Y. and has been

drawing all her life. AKG holds a 5
degree in Cartooning and lllustration e {‘/ "
from The School of Visual Arts.

Siin alon e i oo i I've been a huge fan of Amy's work ever since

| first saw her webcomic Reman Mythology.
http://www.felaxx.com, where she 2 5 i
She's got an incredible talent for world-building

serializes her own fantasy story, and came up with a compelling romance to
“Reman Mythology.” Amy currently go alongside an epic action-fantasy story. I'm
resides in Los Angeles, C.A. but will a total sap at heart, and so |'d get to points in

the story and just go, “Squeee! ite!”
soon be on her way along the Oregon y and just go, “Squeee! So cute!” So

when Amy wanted to pitch a series to us, we
Trail to Portland—with her fiancé! : g *
asked that she try something that combined her
talent for writing good love stories and creating
unique and beautiful fantasy. What came out is
Sorcerers & Secretaries, a story set solidly in

the real world, but about a girl with her head in

m ~Lillian Diaz-Przybyl

the clouds.

WINTER 2006 &
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Omiged, SORCERERS & SECRETARIES

C'mooon,

it's not a disry,
is ite! Oh,

what is it?
Is it love il
letfers? &l right.

It's private,
I'd rather not
talk about it.

You workin'
today,
right =

Well, I'd
better head
out te J06G.

They're
starting &
billboard
campaigh For
fnat clething
company,
Shap Lush!

Sah-weet!
See ya there,
Snickers!

>> Nicole, the protagonist of Sorcerers & Secretarias,
talksto a friend about her dream log—it's really a budding
fantasy novel (but Nicole doesn't realize it yetl).

SIGM LIP AT: wirw TOKYOPOP com 15
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SORCERERS & SECRETARIES aﬁ
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a
=
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Nicole is bored as a e i P

business student in
New York, and she is

Y W
constantly telling a

story in her head about &€€ -

Y
’
a sorcerer named Ellon K, EFPM A

and his battle against his
~ 09

former ally, the rebellious

son of the moon goddess.

\.\QQ (i I know,

I'm sorry

bpp , . : Tinal

\ 1y Just let
me in,
please?

D
[
o=
o
L

You're late.
Patrick hates it
00 when you're late.

Nicole is rushing to her boring job, where they treat her
like a piece of furniture. She’s lonely, but hasn't really
figured out that to make friends—and fall in love (she has
to connect more with what's going on around her). >>

WINTER 2006




SORCERERS & SECRETARIES

Is that lazy
recaptionist in yat?!
She has ten packages
to label For doy's
home in the Bahamas
bafore the shipping
guy comes in at 4.
selick::

I'm reslly
sorry,
Tina, I just
lost frack

>> Ganter's artistic style for New York is a result of her
memory of living and working in the city for 10 years—
and studying some photos. However, like all good artists,
she freely admits to taking some artistic license!

SIGN UP AT: wevw TOK YOPOP com




SORCERERS & SECRETARIES

~Like it when

See, I told
% ya. Patrick
\ ) doasn't-
bl

You got It. -
See ys

tomerrow

Geood evening,
J06!

‘%\ Ganter pays a lot of attention to fashion, but depicts her
characters in everyday clothes rather than in the hottest
§ trends. She thought Nicole would wear clothes that are

more practical than ultra-stylish. >>

WINTER 2008




SORCERERS & SECRETARIES

As the editor admits, it
was tremendously fun to
get in new pages from

Amy and see what her

characters were up 1o!

Good evening, j # A
06! 5 - | | — The relationships build

slowly, but the romantic

payoli is well warth

the wait!

are gou
new here?

>> When the editor first looked at these pages, she
thought the top panel showed Nicole hitting the office
printer—truly a TOKYOPOP moment! (Instead, Nicole is
making sure the boxes don't fall over)

SIGM UPAT: www TOKYOPOPcom 19




SORCERERS & SECRETARIES

20

Whoops! Just
didn't remember
seaing you
before!

I've bean
here For
three years.

Well, you're
net tha

Did uow happan
fo label my
package yef..”

Good evening!

Nicole is basically ignored at work, and when people
do talk to her, they are rather dismissive. Ganter
drew upon her true life experience to show the work
gnvironment. >>

WINTER 2006




SORCERERS & SECRETARIES

N

Just double-chacking,
bacause last time thara
was 8 slfghf prpblem
and the pachage ended
up &t the wrong place.

It caused loads of problems and L IF you could

was behind schedule For & week! actually give me Ganter envisiond the
tha right address 1

IF you could actually For once, 0 A
double check maybe it'll go to maybe it willl ! Joy Design Group as a

the right place Por once!
multimedia company, but

also conlessed that she

doesn’t truly know what

they do. (How's that for

honesty?!)

>> The background pattern in the bottom panel is the
product of Ganter hand-drawing a pattern, scanning it,
and then copying and pasting it throughout the frame,
rather than composing it entirely by computer software.

SIGMN UP AT: wearw TOKYOPOP com 21




SORCERERS & SECRETARIES

Make sure to send in your

Sorcerers & Secretaries
fan art—we may just print

your work in volume 2!

P Srickers!

C

=

“Snickers”..."Nicky"... Nobody in the manga calls
Nicole “Nicole” other than Josh, her former neighbor,
who has been harbering a crush on her since they first
met. (Don’t worry, we'll meet him in a few pages.) >>

WINTER 2005




SORCERERS & SECRETARIES

What's that

you're reading?”

somathing somaong @Ft
in the lobby. I was enly
Filpoing through it

Coch yeah! My
baby cousin
LOVES thase

Pairy tales!

Why ara you
trying fo

Can I give this to her?
Hou don't want somathing
babyish ke

baen masning to
get her & present!

>> Susan, the production assistant talking with Nicole,
doesn’t mean to be cruel—she’s just in her own world.
But don't you love the fact that she wants to give her
cousin a secondhand gift? Clueless!

SIGM UP AT: wawTOKYOPOPzom 23




SBweet! Call ya latar,

SORCERERS & SECRETARIES g !V

Snickers!

Oh by the way!

Meet ma
after work”
I want to go
586 the
midnight showing
of "Thrae Nights
InLeve®!

Sea you |ater,
Susan...

Most of the office leaves at 7:00, so after that, Nicole
feels the night crawl. At Ganter’s real-life job, on which
she based Joy Design Group, the night security guard
would spend the evening watching TV! >>
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Good evening 806,

Mom, this phore
is supposad to

be For work
only!

Tek! Is that any way
fo speak fo your
mothar, young lady?!

What de
you nead..

I saw on the naws

that it would ba 8

little cold fonight

so I wanted to tell
you to waar

a jacket!

The artist shows without

telling: The myriad
camera angles and facial
expressions add to the
growing tension and
boredom that Nicole is

experiencing.

You know, I was tatking
fo the neighbors today over
coFfae about how proud I em of
you! You're in the big city,
studying fo be a big-time busingss
woman in 8 big university/

>> Nicole’s mom is like Amy Kim Ganter's mom, with a
big exception: AKG's mother is very supportive of her
career, and didn't make her go to business school.

SIGN LUP AT: www TOKYOPOP com L]




SORCERERS & SECRETARIES

I just warted
you to know
that you make
ma sooo
proud, honay!

I'm s glad
you aren't into
all that childish
Fantasy stuFF
anymoral

Oh, I thought
ou might'va
Falign aslaep
on ma For &
sgcond thera!

Hellor Migky,
aré yov there”

Anyway, I guess I'd better
let you go. Just called to
tell you to bundle up!

I lové you and you make
mé proud,
my little angel!

And aFter you
graduata you can
come back and help
out with Mom's business
and we can redlly
maka it grow!

The dream log that Nicole carries is her security

blanket...and her last-ditch attempt to hold
final threads of her childhood dreams! >

on to the

WINTER 2006




Chay. Talk to you

And don't later, Sweatig! Ohl
Porget to eat And don't Forget

something! to wear 8 -
Jou'rg gatting

g0 skinny!

Don't
werry, Mom...

SORCERERS & SECRETARIES

‘I'm so0
glad you
aren't into
all that childish
Famtasy stuff
anymeral’

>> If you anly had to look at the facial expressions on
this page, the progression tells a remarkable story even
without the dialog.

SIGN UIP AT: www TOKYOPOP.com

Nicole never wanted to
go to business school, but
was forced to enroll in a
“hig university”

by her mother.



SORCERERS & SECRETARIES

This lovely chapter

break also introduces

us to the sorcerer!

Amy Kim Ganter puts a lot of effort into distinguishing the
dream world from reality. Note the flower pattern picked
up from the dream log. >>

WINTER 2006




SORCERERS & SECRETARIES

i

LN

 F L

'@ﬁ:? — — .;if :
- \ \\\ ; }
| W %

7k i) ,

>> Ganter based Josh on Korean pop star Bi, who was
very much influenced by Usher.

SIGN LIP AT www TOKYOPORcom 29




SORCERERS & SECRETARIES

10

1710,
L S .
E o You go!
R
= A
| r||: f| = ;'-T '::_ l" e -—m.— : ’—rﬁl
~ -
l |' Mo, Q A ” Wi
= you ge!! "
i [ — —
| iy
\ Il 80!
-
- \
- \‘\
:\ 3
- ﬁ . *\
- .
T P ,
3
L
Um
BXCUSE ME.
do gou
worft hara?
Ferhaps.
Do you
require
my
..ags/gtancer \117
‘\\ Josh has great lines, but he's such a dork. He does,

however, have his looks going for him. >>
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SORCERERS & SECRETARIES

I'm trying te do so
summar reading, but I'm
not sura whare to start

Omiged did he just 7

say sasistance?! Do you have any
hq_ Eaal suggastions=
He's so
adorable!

is a spinoff of Ganter's

winning entry in
TOKYOPOP's Rising Stars

Moy T suggest of Manga competition.
you start with 1

A Gentla
Fiirt'...

Finslly ending
with 'E-s.'rg
My Lovar

>> Amy Kim Ganter did a lot of research in the romance
and chick Iit sections of bookstores to come up with
these book titles.

SIGN UP AT: www. TOKYOPOP com 3




SORCERERS & SECRETARIES

Ganter spends a lot of
time listening to K-pop
music and watching
Korean dramas, where
she gets ideas for
characters and storylines
{and does a bit of

escaping, herself).

32

Fliease call me

Please?

IF you'll excuse
me, my dear! I am

on the clock,
after allf

Ganter portays Josh acting like a guy after winning a
video game—he slays a monster, he wins a prize...or a
phone number, >>

WINTER 2008




SORCERERS & SECRETARIES

A e

L ddll <)

L1

i 2
\ Cop 2 [,
AR ,, : I taught you
o well, my Priend. b
A 77 7
4 Y #f
"

I only
learned From
the best! 2

A

>> Riley is Josh’s mentor. One thing about him is that he
always reads odd books. And with cool pinstriped pants,
he is soooo chic!

SIGN UP AT www TOKYOPOP com




SORCERERS & SECRETARIES

Indeed. And last night was just
Furthar avidence of my skills.
Farhaps I was toe

My date |last night, Melanie.
Surk a delicata Flower! She's alraady
Pallen in love with me!

DN

I'l have to break it oft!

7
v 0%
'A.. =V
e 7
) <
» |
/ Someday everyone in v
; this eity (s going to have & ‘
grudge against you From
\ all the hearts you've broken.

At least I don't laad
tham on/

/@' o,
e

S RaSsaT]
RN

How 1o create a
R
character? Amy Kim

.

W

Ganter based Riley

e

on several guys

Ak, that's the price
of experiencs,
dearest dosh!

that she knows. .« Nt Por
too long,

anyway

You know I could
naver settie on
cne girl!

Vampire of Love is not a real romance novel—not yet,
anyway! The title is a product of Ganter's research. >>
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Baing with only ona
girl would be like only
eating bread avery day.

Every once in @ while yow'll
want fo try somathing
more Flavortull

Metsl Rage”
- I kind of
wanted to see
that other

ong, 'Thras

T

Yaah
I guess
you'ra right

SORCERERS & SECRETARIES

Midnight showing
of Matal Rage tonight

You in, yes?®

>> Riley may seem like a cool guy, but any good therapist
will tell you that he has serious commitment issues.

SIGMN UP AT: waww TOK YOPOP com




SORCERERS & SECRETARIES

36

was just

kidding!

I've known you
For how many years
and you still think
you can Fool me,
Me. Hopeless
Romantic”= Huh?!

“'
&%
[iAT

Oid you leave the * o "
showar on 5gein fell

or somathing®

Later in the manga, Josh will cross paths with Nicole,
who will find him tremendously unappealing. Perhaps
there is more to Josh than she will give him credit for?
Life is never simple in shojo mangal >>

WINTER 2006




Enjoy Princess i all
Wear with this Stunning
2006 ‘Alall Talendar

* Co-created by
international
rock star
Courtney Love

¢ Available Now! |
e Only $12.99! i




5 RECASTING THE CLASSICS

Hey, manga maniacs and film fanatics! Are you
pored of those features, I you were casting 8
live-action yersion of your favorite manga, who
would you cast in the movie?" Yeah, well we aré
too. Everybody and their mother's done that old
chestaut! S0, what are we doing here, then? Glad

you asked!

‘l “| We've all 90

LASSICS

' [ % t our favorite flicks—2 grand

H I l l classic from the heyday of Holtywood or @ recent

ii | _ plockbuster at your local multipiex. Well, what if
* they were pupulaled by an all-manga cast? Now
=~ l (hat's what we're talking about!

| SR

P We took a few of our much-loved films, threw in
“I‘ \ a bunch of our favorite manga persnnalhies and
P ' yelled, “Action!” Seefor yourse'l'l-—ihe results just
o might be pscar-worthy!

e

'f — So grab a bucket of popcorn and some Twizzlers

/J {or Red vines—we'll debate that next time) and

it

enjoy the ride.

G

Rl

BY BH\‘GE p. COLEMAN
AND P L MORRISSEY

WINTER 2006



RECASTING THE CLASSICS

Okay, S0 we know that
some hack already
did the remake
of this classic,

put his cast of

nobadies can't
compare 10 the
ensemble we'd
assemble for this epic!

+ LUPIN THE THIRD

AS CARL DEMHAM
Who else would play the greedy schemer
willing to put @ peautiful dame in harm’s
way for money and fame?

« KURUMI AYAKI FROM REMOTE
AS ANN DARROW

Kurumi's used to danget not ta mention having her

clothes torn off. Plus, she's @ babe! What big ape

wouldn't fall for her?

« DAISUKE NIWA FROM
D'N'ANHH. AS JACK DRISCOLL
If you need to cast a cute guy willing
to throw himself headfirst into danger for
the sake of the girl he loves, Daisuke's your man!

« THE ENTIRE CLASS OF BATTLE ROYALE

AS THE ISLAND NATIVES
| mean, if you're going 10 populate a remote island
with a group of bloodthirsty savages, who glse are
you going 10 cast?

« KERORO FROM SGT. FROG
AS KONG!
Can't you just se€ him swinging from the top of the

Empire State puilding, swatting ata squad of pesky

little Gundams huzzing around his head?!

SIGN UP AT: www. TOKYOPOR com

3
N

of Transylvania!

Gender-bending ig a manga staple,

S0 We've decided to recast the classic
cult film Rocky Horror Picture
Show. Let's do the manga
warp again!

« COUNT D FROM PET SHOP

‘F OF HORRORS AS DR. FRANK N -FURTER

Throw some fishnets and 2 hustier on CountD
and he'd be the best Dr. Frank-M-Furter this side

o YUKINO MIYAZAWA FROM KARE KAND

AS JANET WEISS
She's a prefty and preppy bookworm who is dying 10
unleash her wild side!

« YUKIO TANAKA FROM BECK: MONGOLIAN
CHOP SQUAD AS BRAD MAJORS

Like Brad, Yukio isabitofa goody-goody geek. He's

sheltered, shy, nervous and introverted. And even

though Dr. Frank-N-Furter would freak Yukio out, | get

the feeling he'd dig being castinarock musical.

» GRANDPA MASA FROM ABENOBASHI:

MAGICAL SHOPPING ARCADE AS RIFF AAFF
Okay, we confess: Masa gets the nod because he's
hunched over and bald!

« KAZUHARA FUKUYAMA FROM GIRLS BRAVO
AS ROCKY HORROR
He's blond, he's buff, and he's convinced that
he's the most handsome student at his
schunl——Fukwama's a shoo-in 1o play
the hunky Rocky.




THE DEEAMING

40

Queenie Chan was born in 1980 in
Hong Kong, where she was given the
coolest name ever. At age six, she
migrated to Australia, where she read
a lot of manga and watched a lot of
anime. This bred in her a love of the

medium from an early age. After high

school she started drawing manga

on the side, until her big break came
in 2004, when TOKYOPOP began

accepting international artists.

There’s nothing quite so delicious as a ghost
stary among friends. Lighting the candles,
telling the tales...huddling in your sleeping bags
afterward, afraid to sleep...and then, sleeping! A
good scare for all, and no harm done.

Now imagine this magical experience inside a
centuries-old boarding school in the middle of a
dark, impenetrable Australian wilderness. And
add lots of harm.

Greenwich Private College holds a terrible
secret..and as twins Jeanie and Amber are
about to learn, this is one place where “lights
out” is held for a very good reasaon.

~Carol Fox, Editor

WINTER 2006




AM I
DRPEAMING...?

IT FEELS...

>> (ueenie says: “Black and white line work can be very
evocative in its own way, but there are some qualities
that toned pictures capture much better.”

st UPAT: www TOKYOPORcom

THE DREAMING

The Australian bush was
difficult to depict—in

Queenie Chan’s mind, it's
the colors that make the

bush unique.

41




THE DREAMING

Queenie Chan did

as much black-and-
white line work in
this book as possible,
and fortunately, the
grayscale toning lets

it show through.

“Strictly speaking, most of the clothes that appear in
The Dreaming aren't actually 'vintage® Victorian,” says
Queenie. “The costumes have a more fantastic, imagined
fiair about them, which | prefer.” >>

WINTER 2006




THE DREAMING

>> Color's obviously not possible here, so Queenie
deviated from her “normal” way of drawing trees. She
admits that drawing nature scenes is always hard work
for her.

SIGN UP AT: wwwTOKYOPOPcom
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THE DREAMING

WWW.TOKYOPOP.COM

AND
WHO
APE ALL
THESE
PEOPLE?

SIGN UP FOR FREE MANGA MAGAZINE:

Chanusesbrokenpanelsand jagged-shaped, overlapping
frames. Her paneling style expresses the fragmented
sense of reality one gets in dreams. >>

WINTER, 2006




>> Queenie uses camera angles such as the one on
this page “to make the surroundings look slightly
unnatural.”

SIGN UP AT: www TOKYOPOP com 45




THE DREAMING

ALMOST

o ¢ LOOKS
wot® . LKEA |
e’ CATHEDRAL &

They say, “Perspective
is everything.” Queenie
likes to look down on

characters from a three-

quarter angle.

Faster and faster cutting between panels shows Jeanie's
growing state of panic—this is a product of Queenie’s
sense of timing and pacing. >>
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>> (Queenie loves to draw backgrounds—they are
of absolute importance to her. “l like to ground my
characters firmly in a certain time and place,” she says.

SIGN LUP AT: www TOKYOPOR com

THE DREAMING

WWW.TOKYOPOP.COM

SIGN UP FOR FREE MANGA MAGAZINE:




A true antist, Chan

admits that "world
building” is one of her

HAVING
STRANGE

..YOU HAD
| THE EXACT |
SAME DREAM

AS MEP! AN

Queenie on backgrounds: “lt's important that the
readers get as strong a sense of the surroundings as the
characters, especially in this kind of story, which hinges
so much on atmosphere.” >>

WINTER 2006




FAMN ART

People always ask me, “Troy, what's your favorite part

of your job? Is it editing Aave Master? Exchanging witty
banter with Zack and Kara? Bagels on Wednesday?!"
Well, yes, it's all of this, and much more. Without question,
one thing that always puts a smile on my face (after
stuffing it with & toasted everything from Ess-a-Bagel with
a schmear) is fan mail—which always includes loads of
your art. So without further ado, here’s a peak at some of
the recent creations you've sent us. Keep on drawing. ..
and keep our mail carrier busy! ~Troy Lewter, Editor

FllbdSblG!

dl'G FP'OM OUr GPEaGIve Fans

Van Von Hunter

Margan L
Sacramento, CA
Looks like it's just another day in the

life of our favorite slayer of all things
evil and other stuff. Brava, Morgan!

e

iz vofoe ! 4

(W I'lll,.\.',rw,uv.'.\m;." v

TOKYOPOP Holiday Card

Hidemi G ., Marysville, PA

Thanks for the good wishes,
Hidemi-chan. Not only was

it the first holiday card we
received, but you may be the
first person ever to draw the
TOKYOPOP Robofish from the
front view! Good stuff...and
hope you have a fabulous
2006—it's another year in
wihich to excell

Dinah from Bizenghast/Ai fram Princess Ai

Madeline C . ale 10 Lakewood, CA

Here wa get two heraines for the price of one! Don't you love how the background
art sets two different moods for each character? This piece also raises in
interesting question: What would happen if Dinah and Ai met? Hmmm...

SIGN LIP AT, www. TOKYOPOP com




IDOTZ

N

» — .3

P, e AL,
&

W

L7

B R e s
— LTSRS

Writien ETCrnatad By iary Greenfield
}-gn By John & Jason Walirip

TR

Writer Gary Greenfield was born in the
beautiful, mystical land known as Brooklyn,
New York. He writes for books, magazines,
newspapers, lelevision and radio, as well as

for tabloids. His story “Ventriloguist Dummy

Starts Riot in Subway” is still causing ripples

in literary circles.

This series is so much fun. | signed on
for Idiotz because | really wanted to do
something lighthearted, clever and kid-
friendly. Gary wrote us a hilarious script
that's absolutely pun-derful, and John
& Jason Waltrip came up with terrific
designs for all the various characters,
and did a bang-up job of bringing Gary's
vision to light! These pages introduce
Pinhead, Janey Jinx and Nitwit, three
out of five of our future group of plucky
crusaders for goodness, as they sitin the
local diner and try to decide how to best
go about preparing to save the world
from stupidity. They'll be lucky if they
can even manage to save themselves,
though...

o

~Lilian Diaz-Przybyl
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.-

HE'S ALWAYS
ON MY CASE. BUT T NEED
THIS JOB, YOU KNOW, TO
PAY FOR CLOTHES AND

JUNK. WHAT'LL YOU
GUYS HAVE?

THE INKY
DINKY SPECIAL.

‘ AND TLL HAVE A
BURGER AND FRIES THAT'S THE
| AND ONION RINGS AND INKY DINKY
STRAWBERRIES WITH SPECIAL.
WHIPPED CREAM AND
! CHIVES AND MELTED
| . \ SUISS CHEESE,
| ,
e . N\
N
R
% by -
/ 0 E’H

>> The creative process at work: Greenfield didn't give
the Waltrips any descriptive info about some of the
secondary characters. The guy in the second panel was
the result of pure artistic freedom...and we love him!

SIGM LIPAT: www TOKYOPOPcom

We're not talking about
the Man of Steel,

We're not talking about
the Caped Crusader.
We're not even talking
about the heroic rodent,
Mighty Mouse.

We're talking about
Harold Melman, who
has earned the sadly apt

nickname Capt. Pinhead.



IDICTZ : e

30 Minutes Later

Harold Melman got
the name “Captain

Pinhead” when he went

to Harry's Boot Camp

and Nail Salon. He tried

unsucessfully to get info

every branch of the armed

services—and then he
even tried (unsucessfully) i
to get into the Boy Scouls i
i

and Salvation Army.

Pinhead and Nitwit meet up at Aunt Ruth's Blood & Guts,
Army-Navy Surplus Store and Knitting Supplies (gasp!),
bonding over costumes... >>

WINTER 2006




HONOR TO HAVE YOU
SERVE UNDER MY
COMMAND, 15T LT.

>> Pinhead wants to be in the armed services, and Nitwit
wants to be a superhero. Together, they decide to team
up to help people who can't help themselves.

SIGMN UP AT: www TOKYOPOP com




IDHICTZ

The Inky Dinky has a weird menu, to say the least. But is
Pinhead powered by the terrible things he eats?! >>

WVWINTER 2006




Janey Jinx fears that a
piano will no doubt fall

right on top of her

(which it no doubt will)

>> We never really see books in the bookstore—and
don't ask why they have a piana!

SIGM UP AT: www TOKTOPOPcom




[Pl

1] Were 5o (cky, |
I'p stiLL be on tHe
rabbit!

-

The artist and

wrriter worked very
independently on this
manga—Gary is an
animation writer, so he
left a lot of the manga art
creation to the artistic

vision of the Waltrips.

Just as Janey's bad luck is about to kick in—her boss
is ready to fire her—Pinhead sticks up for her. Janey's
so grateful that she decides to join up with Harold and
company... »>>

WINTER 2006




IPIOTZ

FINE! T'LL LET IT
SLIDE THIS TIME...
BUT ONE MORE
SCREWUP AND
YOU'RE HISTORY.

STICKING UP FOR
ME. THAT &IN5

>> What's next in the manga? The gang will meet up with
two future members of the Idiotz...and, in fact, we'll find
out how they came up with the name “ldiotz" (something
to do with a milkshake!).

SIGN UP AT: wenw TOK YOPOR com




MAKING A CAMED

familiaf with ca
ac'ﬁ.qmuud of most of the movies
il chewed he fat in short
speakin both Spulm-'l\n'lan movies; | was even
in the biun:lr.g:um\d on a streel interview shot for Maury

povich. (Okay, nol @ real cameo.)

Cameos manga COMe in all soris of forms, 100, from
'nac.'-tgmunl_'u shots of characlers jrom other series 10
<hort speaking roles by inked yersions Of real people
{or at least the Hollyw ool version of “real”): Essential

cumnhutmns pxira amus&mgm ..you decide

Hereared few axamples of cameas 1 81 palseries from
Beck 1o planeies. keep your eyes open fof cameos in
other manga you lcat'i-~'.nm'i.'| {ove 1o hear ahout any

more you find!

~Peter Ahlstrom

58
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\Who's that hanging out.on {he beach when

Ayant and s plass fravel 1ol gpme tup in the

syn’ AnT= _looks ke Lty from One Pigce
This kind of hackground camen is the hardest

_it's my favorité of the buneh.

BECK VOL.6 P. 118-120

In Beck, rising star Koyuki has @ vision of
geceased rockers whose staggering skills and
nnnompiishmants he is nowhere naar peginning 10

compete with...yet! Can you name these \egends and

their bands’ Drop us a line at Manga magazine!

ptoard the debns collection yossel Toy Box 2,

fee Ca \ael gets an anwelcome call from @

gertamn military :,:.unn.e'l" who seems =,~;'.L'u;!-1"nel-{

4o her nause the anti-Space ywar protest She
rebuffs Ms offers, teling fim he ghould 90 sall 8
gertaln igodstuft atd gas station.- Talk about not

heing chicken!




JUROR 13

CANYOU TRUST WHAT YOU SEE?

Juror 13is penned by D.J. Milky,
whose work manga fans know from
the three-book series Princess Ai.
When Milky is not crealing manga,
he likes to eat ramen late at night and
bananas for breakfast. Fortunately
those late-night snack sessions led
him to artist Makoto Nakatsuka, with

whom he collaborated on Juror 13.

View more of this manga for free:

www.TOKYOPOP.com/mangaonline.

it - i L R R

With the arrival of a mysteriaus jury summons,
a man'’s life is thrust into a dizzying downward
spiral: his fiancée leaves him, he has problems
atwork, and his best friend is suddenly nowhere
to be found. As the jury trial approaches, who
can he trust? Why does he suddenly feel that he
has to defend his every move? And who exactly
is 137

Juror 13 follows one man's fight for sanity in
world dripping psychological angst, suspense
and the paranoia of Hitchcock and Kafka. A word
of advice while reading the manga: Don't blink.

~Rob Valois




JUROR 13

>> Jeremy's life is falling apart, but at this point in the
manga, he's starting to put two and two together—and
it's adding up to a disturbing equation...

SIGM UP AT: woewwe TOKYOPOP.com

Juror 13is the product

of a remarkable
collaboration between
TOKYOPOP's Japan and
and U.S. creative teams.
The script was originally
written in English, then
translated into Japanese,
at which point it was sent

to the Japan office...




After the Japan creative

team received the

translated script, they

worked with Makoto

Makatsuka to create

pencils, inks, and layouts.
Each stage was then
returned to the TOKYOPOP
U.S. editor for review

and noles.

So much in manga is told by characters’ expressions—
"don’t tell me, show me.” Jeremy is having an epiphany,
and rushes away... >>

WINTER 2006




YEAH, L
NEED TO
LOOK
SOMETHING
uP.

EVENING, MR.
ROSEN.
YOU’RE HERE
LATE.

returning to work to make sense of the recent
ts in his life: the trouble at work, breaking up with
yirlfriend, and the general feeling of paranoia.




JUROR, 13
—— HERE WE GO.
LET*S SEE
WHAT’S GOING
ON WITH=

WHAT’S THIS?

ALL RIGHT, JAKE,
WHERE'S YOUR
REPORT ON THAT
TAXIZ

Juror 13is filled with
visual clues about the
mystery that is unfolding
before Jeremy's eyes.
Like all effective story-
telling, the characters’
dialog and actions say

much more than what is

actually on the page.

What Jeremy had at first thought was Jake's problem at
work seems now like it's become his.. >>

WINTER 2006
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>> ..and he can't believe his best friend would try to
frame him.

SIGN UP AT www TOKYOPOPcom




The manga continues,
with Jeremy slowly
understanding why he

is feeling like he has to
justify his every move—
and why everything he
has thus far taken for
granted in life is suddenly

coming under guestion.

JEREMY? WHA-?
DO YOU KNOW WHAT
TIME IT ISZ?

THAT-THAT
JERK IS SETTING
ME UP! HE’S
SETTING ME UP!

HE’S FORGING
MY NAME ON

DOCUMENTS, DAWN.
I SAW IT. HE’S

SETTING ME UP/

MAYBE YOU
SHOULD COME
OVER.

Dawn—and Jake—went to college with Jeremy, and
the three of them have remained pretty close since,
Although the breakup has undeniably put a strain on
their friendship, she still cares about Jeremy. >>

VWINTER 2006
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ROADSONG.

Allan Gross has lived a childhood
dream and written Tarzan stories,

both in comic book form and for the

syndicated newspaper strip.

Joanna Estep’s work has appeared in
comic anthologies such as Fractured
Kisses, Zacherley’s Midnite Terrors,

and 21st Century Romances.

y
N
N
[
N
3
3

Two runaway boys form the ultimate band on the
run in order to let music save their souls! The
popular Monty and down-on-his-luck Simon
cross paths when they collaborate on a song for
a wedding between members of their respective
families. Butwhen an explosion kills the wedding
party, the boys' lives are irrevocably changed.
Charged with murder, the boys are forced to
go on the lam, and to make matters worse, the
real killers are after them, too! But using their
talent as musicians, Monty and Simon flee to
the seedy world of broken-down bars in the
Midwest, where they must survive life on the
wild side while trying to clear their names!

~Lillian Diaz-Przybyl
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I MUST HAVE
BEEN ONE OF 1

LIZZIE'S LRAZY ANEVER..,
‘W FRIENDS!

Built approximately

IT GOES FROM

BALTIMORE T0... 160 years ago, the B&O

Railroad was America's

first common carrier
railroad and survived
to become one of the

world’s oldest railroad

companies.

>> You can only write what you know: Allan Gross grew
up right on the B&O railroad line and spent many hours
“tramping along the tracks contemplating life.”

SIGN UP AT: woww TOK YOPOR.com




ROADSOMNG

Gross confessions:

“I really enjoy writing
the interactions between
the two boys—Monty

is probably how | see

myself—and Simon

is probably more like

| really am!™

70

Vs, can'r ease wy 4

il
L ** THe
TRAINS MAY RUN
| oNTiMe, BuT THAT
MING...
| - " —
= MAN, |
< HOW 20 You |

JUST WRITE
SONGS LIKE |

THAT? -
-—"“-’/

! -\
AN

I CAN PLAY

TCHAIKOV'SKY, BUT
I CAN'T WRITE
SQUAT!

At

o
=\
‘T

The boys tie together many aspects of Gross's life. He
explains: "I took violin lessons when | was young, but
didn't have the patience for it... >>

I PUNNO. WHEN My
FOLKS WOULD FIGHT,
THERE WAS A LOT OF
TENSION. 1 THINE 1
LEARNED TO SENSE
WHAT PEOPLE WERE
FEELING...

I JusT Use
THAT IN MY




ROBDSONG

BUT You
CAN 0O
IT ON THE
SPOT!

SITUA-
TIONS?

&

| BASEBALL

7
{ LIKE A |

’
i
’
4 y QUIZ?

THAT CAME
FROM DAD.. HE &
WAS ALWAYS TESTING Y [
ME WITH BASEBALL [©

SSITUATIONS.” ./

A

YEAH, HE'D
SAY, "MAN ON
THIRD, ONE OUT,

AND 1'D SAY,
"CHECK THE
RLNNER BACK
T0 THE BAG...

- AND
THROW TO
FIRST."

I LEARNED TO
THINK QUICK!

>> "l played baseball in high school and | loved punk
rock. | ended up a self-taught guitarist/singer/songwriter
in college.”




ROADSONG

|
JF! s
IT WAS FLN Lat P il
FOR A WHILE. [ e
BUT IT 60T 10 [ -
BE TOO MUCH / s
PRESSLRE... g b
€3
- . < ,5_
j _ )
...AND HE
gireowe ¥~
MUSIE. Lousy
WAY TO MAKE
A LIVING,
A HE'D SAY.

WHY 0I0 HE
HAVE TO LIVE...

84

B! __’.ﬁ; o :
...ANO
EVERYONE \
BLSE 0IE? 0 >
v
y o
..',I v 2
F 1eant
{ BeLIEVE I
\ JUST SAID
THAT. /
N

Monty’s internal war erupts, a product of his mother's
artistic nature and his father's strict training. >>

WINTER 20086




ROADSOMNG

MAN, HOWD
You po 17

IJust

REALLY?

HOW'D You WANT MY
i DEAL WHEN LIFE BACK. T WANT A
L YOUR FOLKS THAT'S NEW LIFE.
vIe0? A COMPLETE

00-0VER.

Like Monty, Allan Gross
has always been able to
write songs at the drop
of a hat—he's written

hundreds!

1607 IT/ HOW
'BOUT WE GET
SOME 61657

ad

SLRE,
WE'RE 6000,
ENOUGH! /= |

Py

HOH! THAT \
WOLLZ SHOW
HIM/ CAN'T
MAKE A
\ LIVING, MY

>> These pages inthe manga are really the firstin which
Maonty and Simon open up to each other.

SIGN LIP AT: www TOK YOPOP com




ROADSONG

74

If growing up means
forgiving your parents,

the bays still have a lot of

growing up to do!

CLEVELAND,
OHIO

WAKE UP...I
THINK WE'RE
HERE.

cheveland

T =
Il QA

HURRY Lp/
THEY'RE
COMING...

—

[ '}I/ Y
¥ AND TELL
‘EM WHAT?
THERE'S A
MONKEES
REUNION IN
TOWN?

‘l‘lll

One thing about Monty and Simon is undeniable: They're
still kids—unable to cope with the tragedy that has
befallen them. >>

WINTER



ROADSONG

HEY, THAT |
WAS KINDA

THANK 600
YOU PION'T
LEARN
THE TUBA!

SOME MONEY,
BUT NOT
MUCH...

>> The series shows the boys on a roller coaster of
emotions—agrief, denial, and anger. It stirs up all the
repressed feelings of their already tumultuous lives.

SIGR UP AT: www TOK YOPOR com

[ EASY FOR
| WOUTO SAY--
You Just
HAVE A
VIOLIN TO

OIVIPE AND
CONGUER.
YOU FING THE
CHEAPEST HOTEL
AND T'LL FIND US

D A Gl6, OKAY?

MEET
~ YOU BACK
HERE IN AN

HOUR.
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WhiR was the artist thinking while creating the manga?
Estep admits, "My editor suggested I tell a funny story about
the creation of these pages, like ‘| drank 10 cups of coffee
when | drew this and thought | was gonna die, ... >>

WINTER 2006




ROADSONG

SORRY KID, CAN'T
YoU CAN SEE, WE
ONLY TAKE TOP

ALTS HERE. - -

IJust Ql
WANT T2 TALE
TO THE MANAGER s

’lu'lﬁ. 1

Many themes pop up

=i P E%grm as we go forward in
- HOW'? You i ies:
~ = 007 this manga series:
. W STVLE.. .
. Manty struggles to
& 5 : o please his dad—but
——r also tries to figure out
who he is as a person.
= | / S .
: GREAT...BUT -
/ WE'YE GOTA \]
= LONG NIGHT

OF PRACTICE
AHEAD OF
us!

>> “..or ‘| was abducted by aliens in the middle of this
chapter and had a really hard time making my deadline.’
But to to be perfectly honest, everything went smoothly,
and | had a lot of fun. Am | a boring person?”

SIGN UIP AT: www TOKYOPOP com




STORY VS.ART

ATE

SIRL A0

78

LILLIAN AND LINDSEY GIVE WELL-THOUGHT-0UT,
CAREFULLY RESEARCHED AND HIGHLY DIPLOMATIC
DPINIONS ABOUT THE ISSUES THAT MATTER MOST TO
US MANGA FANS. OR MAYBE NOT. BUT THE DROLL DUO
DISSOLVE INTO A LOT OF NAME-CALLING, WHICH IS

ALWAYS GOOD FUN FOR THE WHOLE FAMILY ...

THE ISSUE: What makes you
want to read manga?

THE PARTICIPANTS: Lillian (LDP)
and Lindsey (LJ), TOKYOPOP's

Jr. Editor and Managing Editor,
respectively

THE CHOICES: Story vs. Art

THE STAKES: Will 1i'l Lil grill
Lindsey like a kielbasa? Or will
TOKYOPOP's managing ed turn
the Polish powerhouse into a
sauerkraut? Read on!

One of the best things about

manga is the long-format storytelling.

| love how authors really take
advantage of the length
of a series to stretch out
character development
and how the plot unfolds.
The amount of detail
and exploration that
authors put into
their stories is really
remarkable, and it's
what got me hooked
on manga in the first
place.

LJ: | beg to differ. The first thing
that draws me to a new series is
attractive and unique art. Creating

a visually complete and compelling
new waorld and then adding dynamic
action and interesting character
designs will get me every time. The
creator has to have the chops to
show the story in a style that's new
and different.

But what about the melodrama
and the excitement of manga?
Everything is over-the-top and
out of control, and yet so earnest
and heartfelt. Even in the most
mainstream of mainstream titles,
manga stretches the limits of what
is possible, while still maintaining
a powerful sense of the human
connection to the story. It's more than
just pointy chins and big eyes, no
matter how well rendered they are.

L) Sure, but if the artis ugly, you're
not going to get readers past the
first page. Come on, most manga
plots make you sound like you're a
raving lunatic if you try and explain
them to someone—people who turn
into zodiac animals when you hug
them? Helloooo!

Even with crazy scenarios and
basic character types, the story
gives everything its own cool spin
and breathes life into the book. Give
me a story that's going to grab me
by the throat, make me love the

WINTER 2006




STORY VE.ART

WW&& FOR?

AR semes...

characters Whatever, Miss Art Major!

and care
about what
happens to them!

LJ: Have you
even looked at
manga before?
How many
mediocre plots
have become
phenomenally

popular just

because they've
got a healthy dose
= of hishonen? Your

average harem
manga has only the most cookie-
cutter of plots, but add some hot
chicks in there, and you've got
yourself a winner.

Mmm...bishonen...Oops! |
mean...| get bored reading the same
old story over and aver again with
different pretty faces attached. |
want something challenging and
creative to really expand my mind
and tell me more about the human
condition.

LJ: Yeah, well, when your literary
manga masterpiece hits the shelf
looking like it was drawn by a two-
year-old with a chewed-up crayon,
don't come whining to me when it
only sells two copies. Blow me away
with the rendering, and I'd pay to
read your grocery list. {lvory tower
intellectual snob...)

SIGN UP AT: www TOKYOPOPcom

Just because you're superficial
doesn’t mean that you're right!

LJ: Ow! Stop pulling my hair! I'll
show you a good plot!

Hey! No biting! And get that
pencil away from me!

LJ: Stay back, or I'll give you a
paper-cut with this manuscript!

Graaaaah!
LJ: Gaaaooo!

So there you have it. Some of us
read manga for the illustrious art,
while others crave a roaring good
yarn. That's what makes horse
racing. Drop us a line and let us
know what's your take!

Thanks, Lil and Lindsey, for a lively,
liberating, and above all lilliputian
discussion,

IHIH ?‘ﬁ&r Iﬂl& w3

%




ARK AMGELS

Sang-Sun Park is the artist of Les
Bijoux and creator of The Tarot
Café. In creating Ark Angels,
Korean-born Park collaborated with

editors in TOKYOPOP's Japan and

U.S. offices. She is still calculating

the number of frequent flyer miles
she has accumulated during the

making of the manga.

From a small lake at the edge of town, three
young girls have emerged—Shem, Hamu and
Japheth, sisters from another world. Equipped
with magical powers, they must save the Earth
from extinction. However, there is something—
or someone—sinister trying to stop them.

And on top of saving our world, these magical
girls have to live like normal human girls—they
go to school, hang around with friends and even
fall in love!

~Rob Valois

WINTER 2006




ARK ANGELS

Everybody

Sang-Sun Tonight!

Ten (10) lucky winners
can receive a signed
copy of volume one of

Sang-Sun Park's series

Ark Angels, The Tarot

Café, and Les Bijoux.

>> Welcome to the first page of the manga..there's
something wrong on Earth, and the sisters are about to
arrive.

SIGM UP AT; www TOK YOPOPcom




ARK AMNGELS

Here are the sisters, arriving on Earth from another
dimension—in Ark Angels, Earth is a character. >>

81 WINTER 2006




ARK ANGELS

>> Japheth, the youngest sister (she rocks the
skateboard), is also the narrator of the manga series.

SIGN LIP AT: www TOKYOPOPcom 83
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ARK AMNGELS

Is it all about the birth
order? Hamu, the middle
sister, enjoys riding
hikes—and husting out
martial arts. Japheth, the
youngest, can stop time.
Shem, the oldest, acts
calm, but when she gets

upset, watch out!

Fans of Ms. Park’s luscious, elaborate style will no doubt
recognize the gorgeous lines and fluidity in her art... >>

WINTER 2008
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ARK AMGELS

Yours., ;
. & We dont pst S£& &I
- ‘ o 4 e

: ; an animal’s phYsical gs<s <

Form, but We lpok

NSvde 1o s Soui.

>> ..but compared to a series such as The Tarot Café,
the artin Ark Angels has a more fanciful, youthful feel.

SIGN UP AT: weww TOKYOPOP com




Our £irst
expedtion
staris today.

T#is 15 Hamy.
She lik=s te
Compigam.

Ske 15 my Second-

pldzst sister.
oy || ste gor the good

NEED TO WORKT| (00kS. byt was made
ON YOUZ disagrezabie in
LANGINGS! || return, She bates men

3 7 it & passion,

Later in the manga, we learn how the girls' father is
involved in their mission to save the Earth. >>

WINTER 2006




IT'6 NOT
PINPIN'G FAULT.
THE TUEBULENCE

BETWEEN DIMENGIONS /"a
MAKES IT IMPOSSIBLE |

TO MAINTAIN OUR

"\.

{\\;f

HEY, CHECK
ITOUT/ I7T
LOOKS LIKE

OUE CLOTHES

CHANGED FOZ

FORMS. .
= \
S i :
WELL, ot
—~/J)  GINCE We M‘L;ﬁmjﬁf_ iud o
(" . DON'T HAVE s F Youngest, 1y

"\ MUCH TIME..

LETG QUIT
STANDING
AROUNC AND
GET TO WORK!

A
THIS MISGION! |

>> Of course, there's a catch, which you'll have to read
about in the manga!

SIGM UP AT: www TOKYOPORzom 87




Born in Austin, Texas, Erica Reis

is currently a student at Savannah

College of Art and Design. She likes
chocolate, chatting on the computer,

her hermi Gimli, and bei 3 : . ;
SRR S0 S andt g | just love Sea Princess Azuri—after all, I'm a

nocturnal. She dislikes mean people, sucker for a good romance! Azuri is the mermaid
cold days, and math questions. princess and the only royal heir of the Orcans, a
race of whale-merpeople that lives ina fantasy
environment deep within the ocean. Azuri is
betrothed to Prince Unagi, leader of the Eel
peaple. Their marriage is arranged as a means
1o bring peace to two kingdoms. But soon Azuri
falls in love with Thalo, a royal Orcan guard, and
her world falls apart! Prince Unagi discovers
Azuri's love for Thalo and sends him to live on dry
land—a fate worse than death for a merperson!
While Azuri will stop at nothing to find her long,
lost love, the fate of the world hangs in the
balance. Talk about dramarama...! lova it!

THE STORY OF A LOVE AS DEEP AS THE SEA...

i 4
i
N
O
0
7,
D
O
-
14
1l
O
D
)

~Julie Taylor, Senior Editor
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/ WE'RE CLIMBING THE
| BLALIER. COME ON!

WAITING.
LOOK, LiTTLE
BOY, ARE YOU
MY GUARD OR
NOT?

“LITTLE BOY.” I'M OLOER
THAN YOU. IF SOMETHING BAD
HAPPENS, I'LL GET THE BLAME
FOR T/ WHAT IF YOU FALL?

THEN COME LP
HERE AND MAKE SURE
NOTHING BAD HAPPENS!

SIGN LIP ATz www TORYOPOR com

>> Erica wanted Azuri to be the oppaosite of the "typical”
fairy-tale princess. Erica figured if Azuri was a mermaid
swimming around all day, she wouldn't want a huge
mane of hair getting tangled in her face!

You know how in a lot

of shojo there are all

those pages with the
beautiful flowers around
the characters? Erica
wanted to do something
like that, but she didn't
think flowers would be
appropriate for mermaids.

$o she created a seashell

and starfish background

of her own. |See page 33!)




Did you know they're up on top of a snow-covered
glacier? The Orcans live somewhere near one of the
poles, so there's always ice. Their underwater cities are
beautiful, with palaces made out of giant seashells. >>

WINTER 2006




SEA PRINCESSAZURI

#

AMH! YOU al
MUST BE THE
ONLY ORCAN
ALIVE WHO'S

NOT APRAID OF
HEIGHTS!

COME ON! WE'RE
ALMOST THERE.

JUST ONE

LAST LEDGE. poed) LT Drawing the characters’
SEE7 THAT
I'IASB::-SO big noses makes Erica

NOT 50 BAD? THIS
I5 THE SCARIEST THING a2
I'VE EVER PONE! happy. They're kind of

the opposite of regular
anime noses, but
remember: They are

whale people, after all!

>> Poor Thalo! Look at him go! It's sort of a species thing.
Merpeople have a small phobia of heights when they're
out of the water. It's because they could so easily fall and
get hurt, since they have no legs to land on.

SIGN LIPAT: www TOKYOPOP.com




SEA PRINCESS AZURI

Erica tried to make the
facial markings really
different on each person,

so that if readers couldn’t
tell her faces apart, then at
least they could look at the
markings and know who
that person is. Also, the first
whale person Erica ever

drew was yeeeaaars ago in

WOOOMW...

high school. She drew it on
lined notebook paper—but
unfortunately doesn’t have

the drawing anymore. (Damn!)

Ir's 60
BEAUTIFUL.

/ YEAH, IT

REALLY I5...

-

Erica did research before drawing the acquatic life in
the story. She particularly enjoyed drawing the penguins
that will appear in the manga. She loves animals that are
pure black and white—just like her family cat! >>

WINTER 2006




SEA PRINCESS AZURI

e

SAVE THAT
THOUGHT... IT'6
TIME TO &0.
AZURI... ER, I
MEAN, MLADY...
UH, WELL...

>> Have you ever tried drawing a mermaid in perspective
from behind? It's hard! Erica loves drawing figures
though. But she's drawn so many mermaids lately, she
thinks she’s forgotten how to draw legs!

SIGMN UP AT wwow TOKYOPOP com




Read the manga for free:

www.TOKYOPOP.com/
mangaonline.

And our story continues
in Sea Princess Azuri
Volume 2!

Will Azuri choose
Unagi or Thala?

What's in store for these

WAIT...HOW ARE
WE GONNA GET
PONWN?! 1 OION'T
EVEN THINE OF
THAT/

Sonte geard {m
fhurming ouf' b be -

RELAX! WELL =
B0 OOWNTHE  zome ON-- \
OTHER SI0E.  1His 16 THE

FLN PART.

star-crossed lovers?!

94

The girl Orcans all have the little curvy fins on their
backs. Real killer whales are like that, too. You can tell if
one is a girl or a boy just by looking at his/her fin! Buta
dorsal fin isn't actually bone, so it's flexible. >>

WINTER 2006




TOR JPOR HITS FOR THE FIRST TIME ON ONE DISC!

track / artist listing
01. D-tecnoLIFE / UVERworld

Frorn the A TV Series BLEACH
02, Rewrite / ASIAN KUNG-FU GENERATION
From the Anime TV Sarlas Fdmetal Alchearist
03, HIT IN THE USA / BEAT CRUSADERS
From the Japanese Arima TV Sanes BECK. Mongolian Chap Sound
04. Beginnings -~ Hajimari no Uta~ / Puffy AmiYumi
From the Anima Movie Pocket Monater Advencs Ginsvation: Myuu ie Hedou no Yuushe a!f.'
05. Dramatic / YUKI '
Frorm thes Anifna TV Senes Honey and Clover
06. Houkigumo / RYTHEM
From the Anime TV Senes Yakiaie? Jaoen
07. DAYS / FLOW
From the Anima TV Sarias Eursk 7
LOST HEAVEN / L Arc~en~Ciel
From the Anime Movie Fulimetal Aicherist - The Conquever of Shambats
. Information / Suiteisho-jo
From tra Anirme TV Sarias £ Otfmnwise
10. PRIDE / HIGH and MIGHTY COLOR
From the Anrme TV seres Gundan SEED Destiry
11. *~asterisk ~/ ORANGE RANGE

From the Anirms TV Serias BLEACH

12. Hey my friend / Tommy heavenly®

From the Live Action Movie Kamize Girs

g 8

4 Pgﬂvm:“m“zaﬁ%’;;%;ﬁ” from the anime TV series
Yoot BECK: Mongolian Chop Squad

From the Arime TV Sades BLEACH

FOR MORE INFO, VISIT WWW.TOFURECORDS.COM




STEAL THIS LOOK

our tashion

freeter?Whefauer y

e is these days. ther

puls gsno

question that we all can have

a better dress code through

manga. And don't worry, in this

fashion planel. stealing is not /

acrime‘!
N

£rom Dragon Voice.

e
(o
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xample of 3 fashion
L sense of style, but
her \ook—rignt down

r-evil Sae Qives an e

The BvE
's ot a gred

“don’t”" here. Momo
Sae duplicatin

to the shoulder
she convinced Momo not o
' : with the €h

1o buy 80 that she could
—

go pack and buy it herselt
{Whata sleezell—1 just

not caol. {t's one thing

to take inpiration

from your friends and
tashion magazines hut
it's another thing t0 ;usl‘nlatamlv rip
gl someone glse's ook gut of sheer
malice. The big mora! of Peach .
|

Girl is, "Cheaters never win, and
winners never gheat!”

pag that
classic Audrey
arming by

ninthe hest
{:ugh,when she
put two

Momo gets eve
possible way h
ends up with Aot one,
ﬁevatasﬁng'w handsome and

charming men head-over
neels for her!
gpeal GHIS 100K! :
Bllﬁ\"\l'l, in '[he'll’ CESU.EH Shiblwﬁ sﬁeal ﬁ“‘ﬁ l““ll
: that little touch

ith Toji and Kiley (b
g is prefty
» Clip-on pearl garrings add
cation without preaking
rules!

"‘l-\ e

Posing W

best, Momo's I
of femining sophist

ol hady-piercing

«The arm-candy accessory. hen
the nines, itS niceto be alongside someone &lse who 3
is equally stylin’. Momo \ucked out here with these ritzy private scho
wo {aithough Kiley seriously needs 10 ditch the dorky
hat], The contf asting styles f the guys 13 highﬁghted by « Ami's wide headband 1S potha pr actical—
Toii's preppy striped wrtleneck and Kiley's more relaxed keeping er lovely hair out of the cheese”
hagay sweater with the floppy collar. cake-—-and a stylish and easily duplhtal.ad
g accessory. p craft stofé ripbon can fit
« pon't forget fo accessoﬁzel The layered cundress that the bill here just as easily as @ pricey
Momo 18 gporting s stunning gnough on ts own, but designel yersion.
adding @ rosebud ring and 8
« Moo-Hyun 1S keeping 1t casual and
efinitely adds

lip helps crank
simple, but the dog collar d

gme of the
Momo's ahitofan edge!

putterfly hair ©
up the floral th
ensemble and gives
ook just that much
polish and pizzaz)

L dressed

more
' «And remember, ¥ oif're never fully
without @ smilel

SIGMN UP AT
P AT: www TOKYOPOP con
com




. p:
Richard A. Knaak: In addition to SHATOW'S (fjul-,.‘-,s
! 3HUALT U > Ve
w8 v o WA AR RART wot b s s

his work on Warcraft: The Sunwell

Trilogy and Ragmarok (alsa by

TOKYOPOP), Richard A. Knaak is the
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New York Times bestselling fantas 1 T
SN SRS S - Why is Warcraft such a popular, addictive game?

author of 27 novels. If you ask me (and, by reading this, you have),
it's because the story is so compelling and the
Joo-Hiaa i wiss bors in 1871 in setting is so vast and well realized. Even though

you're meeting characters in the Tulkieﬁesque
world of Azeroth, they're often people (and
creatures) with whom you can identify and
TOKYOPOP. sympathize. No one group is necessarily “good”
or “bad” and their rich, complex history will
be the first of many pleasant surprises in store
for those of you who are unfamiliar with this
fantastic world.

Karea. He is perhaps best known for

the series King of Hell published by

In the following preview, we join Baron Mordis
in mid-flashback. He's telling the tale of his
death, resurrection as a zombie by the Undead
Scourge, and his life after undeath...

~Rob Tokar
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THERE, YOUNG TRAG--NOT SO YOUNG

WARCRAFT

ANYMORE—-FOUND ME. HE, ALONE, WAS
UNAFRAIDP OF WHAT I HAD BECOME.

WITH HIM AT MY
S/DE, T FOUND NEW
STRENGTH AND
SWORE TO AVENGE
My HOME AND
PEOPLE!

E)."- _..u' 1 g
THE CURSE LAID UPON
ME BY THE SCOURGE
. BECAME THE WEAPON I
| WIELDED AGAINST THEM

oy

B MY POWERS AND TRAG'S
STRONG AkM...

)

>> Baron Mordis {the narrator) is not suffering from adult
acne—he's undead. Some who have been resurrected
to serve the Undead Scourge have regained their free
will...but they're still shunned by the living.

SIGN UP AT: www TOKYOPOPcom 79
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== BUT THERE
= WAS ONE WHO A TRAIL LED
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FOUND..

WWW.

... WHERE WE DISCOVERED
THE FOUL GHOUL, JICHOR,

SIGN UP FOR FREE MANGA MAG

Trag is a Tauren, a minotaur-like creature from a quiet,
tribal society. However, when roused by conflict, they

can be implacable enemies who will use every ounce of
their strength to smash their enemies under hoof. >>

WINTER 2006




| HE HAD WITH HIM THE
ORB OF NERZHUL...

~AND HAD COME
IV SEARCH OF
SOMETHING UPON
WHICH TO USE /TS |
ACCURSED £y
ABILITIES.

>> Transformed by demons into the Lich King, Ner'Zhul
spread death and terror across Azeroth. Those who died
would arise as the undead, and their spirits would be
forever bound to the Lich King's iron will,

SIGH UP AT: www TOKYOPOR com
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WARCRAFT

R

HE FOUND THAT
SOMETHING.

More proof of Jae-Hwan Kim's incredible talent and
imagination—it'’s not like he could go to @ museum and
take photos of dragon skeletons for reference! »>>
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THEe ABANDONED

WHEN YOU FALL IN LOVE, THE DEAD CAN BE A REAL DRAG.

Ross Campbell is a nocturnal recluse
who currently lives in an undisclosed
location. He spends his time working
and not much else. He gets some lime
off to watch one movie every Friday.
Ross likes teen drama, cats, horror
mavie monsters, and Japanese giant
monsters—his monster of choice, of

course, is Gamera.

Q THE
T ABANDONED
§: ! #6538 EWNPRAELD
\
} b
5
%
|

The Abandoned is a tale of some very real
people dealing with very real issues—jobs,
family, romance, personal conflict..and death!
It's that last one that really comes back to bite
them in the butt—literally. After a big storm hits
the small town of Buffalora, Georgia, its young
residents find themselves picking up the pieces
of not only their homes, but their elders as well!
Join Rylie and the gang as they bludgeon their
way through a sea of the undead on a desperate
race to freedom.

g ~Aaron Suhr, Senior Editor
3
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>> Along the way, don't forget to take some time to stop

and admire Ross Campbell’s beautiful ink-wash art—in

two colors!

After her parents died in

an unfortunate dump truck
accident several months
ago, Naomi lived with her

aunt in Atlanta.



Ross Campbell digs

zombies, mystic warrior
monks, rednecks and
hillbilly horror, African
cultures, the South, road
warriors, and David
Lynch. Pretty much all of
the above is included in

The Abandoned.




You don't
have to cill or
Lnnmn' - Jugt ghaw

wp, Tl bg home.
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PcplE in the
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evicudting. /

>> Advancing a story is key to visual storytelling. This
page is @ good example of effective pacing throughout
the panels.




Sometimes the residents of the nursing home get a little
out of hand...and this is before the storm! >>




THE ABANDONED

After the storms hits,
almost everyone dies...

and then the dead rise...

>> Of course, it's a good thing undead senior citizens are
s0 slow on their feet.

SIGM UPAT: ww
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> Art imitates life...after death? T

Oicay, 16 poarts. “Tehally . 3
easily avershelmed, ombe 3Hl $he
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nbie in the last
npbell himself,

Campbell admits that he
“really likes reading girls”
magazines like Seventeen
ani the now-defunct YAL"
The quiz results Naomi
reads were adapted from
a few issues he had that

determined stress lavels.



GHEGK 0UG GHESE NEW GOKYOPOP PBLEASES!

ACTION

Blade of Heaven Vol. 6

Dragon Head Vol, 1

Hyper Palice Vol 5

Idiotz Vol. 1

Lights Qut Vol 2

Mahoromatic: Automatic Maiden Vol 8
Mahbile Suit Gundam Ecole du Cial Vol. 2
Mabile Suit Gundam Seed {Novel) Vol 2
Remote Vol 8

Roadsong Vol. 1

Sengoku Nights Vol 1

Smuggler Vol 1

m L

BTXVl 10

COMEDY

Comic Party Vol. § ks

DearSVal. §

Hands Off! Vol. 5

Haney Mustard Vol 3

Lizzie McGuire Vol. 14

SpongeBob SquarePants Whao's Hungry?-
Patty Hype [Cine-Manga) Vol. 11

Ultra Cute Vol. 1

DRAMA
Dazzle Vol. 1
Juror 13

FANTASY

Chronicles of the Cursed Sword Val. 14
Kingdom Hearts Val, 2

PhD: Phantasy Degree Vol. 5

RG Veda Vol 4

Scrapped Princess Vol. 2

HORROR
Cross Vol §
Visitor Vol. 3

Crazy Love Story Vol. 5
Peach Girl Authentic Vol 7
Sed Princess Azuri Vol. 1
Yonen Buzz Vol 1

ACTION

Avatar (Cine-Mangal Vol 1

iD_eNTITY Vol. 5

Imitial D Viol. 21

GetBackers Vol. 13

Heaven Above Heaven
Val. 4

Kami-Kaze Vol. 1

King of Hell Vol. 12

Mobile Suit Gundam Lost
War Chronicles Viol. 1

Rebirth Vol. 17

Samural Deeper Kyo Vol.17

Sequence Val. 1

Threads of Time Vol. 6

SCI-FI
BLAME! Vol.3

COMEDY
Boys Be... Vol. 8
Lady and the Tramp Vol. 1
Lupin Il - World's Most Wanted Viol. &
President Dad Vol. 5
Sorcerer Hunters—100%
Authentic Format Vol. 5

DRAMA
Beautiful People Yol. 1

FANTASY

hack//Al buster (Novel) Vol 2
Broken Angels Val. 1
Princess Ai Vol. 3: Evelution

ROMANCE

Glass Wings Vol. 1

Loveless Val. 1

One Vol. §

The Queen’s Knight Vol. 5
Sorcerers & Secretaries Vol. 1
Tramps Like Us Vol 8

ART BOOK

CLAMP no Kiseki Vol, 6 (exclusively
at Waldens, Borders, and select
comic shops)

ACTION
Battle Club Vel 1

Blazin' Barrels Val. 4

Rave Master Vol, 19

Samurai Champloa Val. 2
Saiyuki Reload Vol. 3

Shaolin Sisters: Reborn Vol. 4

SCI-A
Psyehic Academy Vol. 11
Telapathic Wanderers Vol 2

COMEDY

Ai Yor Aoshi Vol 12

BECK: Mongolian Chop Squad Vol 3
Gatcha Gacha Vol. 1

Girls Bravo Val. 3

Gravitation (Novel) Vol 1

| Luv Halloween Vol. 2

Last Fantasy Vol. 1

Never Give Up Val. 1

Vampire Game Vol. 14

DRAMA
Made in Heaven: Kezemichi
Someday’s Dreamers Vol. 1

FANTASY

Dragon Knights Vol, 22
Faeries’ Landing Val. 12
Suikoden 111 Vol. 8

Tsukuyomi: Moon Phase Vol. 2
Warcraft Vol. 2

HORROR
The Abandened Val, 1

ROMANCE

Kamichama Karin Viol. 3
Pita-Ten Official Fan Book Vol. 2
Snow Drop Vol 12

WINTER 2006




|GET | GOT GET | 6OT)

ACTION {mim | ACTION cont i
| Blade of Heaven Vol.6 |O|0| Roadsong Vol 1 oo
| Dragon Head Vol. 1 0|0 | SengokuNightsVol.1 |00
| Hyper Palice Vol. § O[O | SmugglerVeal. 1 oo
| Idiotz Vol. 1 oo
Lights Out Vol. 2 ojo| seR
Mahoromatic: Automatic| O |0 | BTXVol. 10 uji=
Maidan Vol. 8
|Mobile Suit Gundam 3|01 | COMEDY =
Ecole du Ciel Viol. 2 Comic Party Vol. § [=1l=]
Mobile Suit Gundam 0|0 | DearSVYel5 (0|0
Seed (Novel) Viol. 2 Hands 0! Viol. 5 (o
Remate Vol. 8 O|0O| HoneyMustardVol.3 (O (O
'FEBRUARY
ACTION [R5 acrion cont % ||
Avatar Vol 1 O|0| SequenceVol. 1 [3 o
iD_aNTITY Vol. § 00| Thresdsof TimeVol6 |00
Initial D Vol. 21 oo
GetBackers Vol. 13 EI!D SCI-A | .
Heaven Above |O| 0| BLAME! Vol.3 |ajo|
Heaven Vol. 4 i i
Kami-Kaze Vol. 1 O/0O| COMEDY [
King of Hell Val, 12 0|0 BoysBe... Vol B =
Mabile Suit Gundam Lost| O | O | Lady and the |
War Chranicles Vol. 1 Tramp Vol. 1 |0
Rebirth Vol 17 OO Lupinlll-World's Most | O
Samurai Deeper KyoVol 17| 0|0 |  Wanted Vol. & |

ACTION T scrn cont A
Battle Club Vol. 1 O|0O| Telepathic Wanderers |O|0O
Blazin' Barrels Vol 4 oo Vol.2
Rave Master Vol. 19 oo
Samurai Champloo 0|0 COMEDY

Vol. 2 Ai Yori Aoshi Val. 12 oa
SaiyukiReload Vol.3  [OJ|0 | BECK: Mongolian Chop |O|0
Shaolin Sisters; oo Squad Vol. 3

Reborm Vol. 4 Gatcha Gacha Vol. | oo
Warcraft Vol. 2 O(0 | Girs Bravo Vol 3 oo

Gravitation Novel Vol. 1 |00

SCI-A | Luv Halloween Vol.2 |00
Psychic Academy Vol 11| O[O | Last Fantasy Vol. 1 oo

an always remember

Tear off these handy lirtle pocker guides so that ym
what TOKYOPOP has in store for you during the o

Deon't leave anyone loveless!

Visit www. TOKYOPOP.com for
e-cards to send to all your friends

T month



WOVERESS

In a secret world where mere words can
determine your destiny, what do you de when
your name is Loveless?

Mungy available now at bookstores everywhere,

OVELESS

In a secret world where mere words can
determine your destiny, what do you do when
your name 15 Loveless?

Muanga wvailable now at bookstores everywhere,

In a secret world where mere words can
determine your destiny, what do you do when
your name 18 Loveless?

Manga available now at bookstores everywhere

Don't leave anyone loveless!

Visit www. TOKYOPOP
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COMEDY cont B 15T| FANTASY cont iy
Never Give Up Val. 1 00| Tsukuyomi: Moon oo
Vampire Game Vol 14  |O|0 Phase Vol 2
DRAMA | HORROR
Made in Heaven: O[O TheAbendonedVol.1 |00
Kazzmichi Vol 1
SomedaysDreamerss |0/ 0| ROMANCE
Vol 1 Kamichama Karin Vol 3 | O |01
Love Mode Vol. 2 oo
FANTASY Pita-Ten Official Fan ojo
Dragon Knights Vol 22 | 01| 01|  Book Vol, 2
Faenes' LandingVol. 12 |O (0O | Snow Drop Vol. 12 ojo
Sufkodan 11l Vol 9 oo




I'm a natural-born leader wha's
tough and athletic. Or at least that's
what my blood type says about me.
(Probably not what my fourth-grade
kickball teammates would say about
me, but that's another story!)

Psychologist Takeji Furukawa
pioneered the theory (known in
Japan as kasu-eki—g-am that blood
types have an effect on personality
in 1927, believing that because your
blood type is present in every part
of your body, it must affect your
behavior too. However, although
blood type has since been linked to
susceptibility to certain diseases,
there has been no scientific
connection shown between blood
type and personality.

Still, ketsu-eki-gata has hecome so
popular in Japan that it's as common
there as asking what your sign is
here in the States. Most Americans
are Type 0, but Type A is the most
common in Japan. Wondering what
your blood type says about you?
Read on!

HEY BABY, WHAT'S YOUR ELOCD TYPE

*assentially the type of
antigens on the surface
of your red blood cells
and the type of antibodias
In your blood plasma, in

Case you care

BEST OUALITIES: Punctual, responsible, conservative,
hard-working, pahent green thumh

WOHRST QUALITIES: Stubborn, anal-retentive, shy

'H: A and AB

MOST COMPATIE

FAMOUS TYPE A's: George H, W. Bush, Britney Spears

[ TYPEB:

BEST QUALITIES: Enthusiastic, passionate, creative,
curious, energetic, good with animals

WORST QUALITIES: Unreliable, self-involved, flighty
MOST COMPATIBLE WITH: B and AB

FAMOUS TYPE B’s: Leonardo DiCaprio, Jack Nicholsan

| TYPE AR

BEST QUALITIES: Cool-headed, logical, considerate,
artistic, sensitive, outgoing

WORST QUALITIES: Judgmental, indecisive, unpredictable
MOST COMPATIBLE WITH: AB, B, A,and 0

FAMOUS TYPE AB's: Marilyn Monroe, Mick Jagger

3T QUALITIES: Natural leader, assertive, self-assured,
ash1et1c dlpmmatlc generous

WORST QUALITIES: Conceited, insensitive, careless
MOST COMPATIBLE WITH: O and AB

FAMOUS TYPE Elvis Presley, John Lennon, Al Capone

~Elizabeth “Type 0" Hurchalla
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v #IF YOU WERE
‘l TELEPATHIC, YOU
u _ WOULD ALREADY
KNOW THIS...

kids with
cal ears

In Telepathic
Wanderers, Nanase
is a beautiful young
telepath whao returns
to her hometown

ST "_'l-‘_/"‘ef—"'-\--'ﬁ-.-

to retreat into the
guiet life. But that
wouldn't make for
good manga, so
when she stumbles
across others who
possess telepathic
powers, this drama Bas the word “leve”

begins to sizzle. TR {1 inthe title, somewhat
1 ! | ironically

Al
L
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Now, when you
think about it, this
sexy, sophisticated
paranormal series
isn't too far removed
from some of our
other favorite manga
series, such as
Tokyo Mew Mew,
Hyper Police, Snow
Drop...even Kevin
Bacon! Everything
is connected. Think
we're crazy? (Well,
that's beside the
point.) Just take a
look for yourself. It's
funny how the mind
works, isn't it?

HE 3

{eatures two families that hate each other

L g W L

L f..{?‘)’

includes a whopper
of a hospital scene
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SIX DEGREES OF TELEPATHIC WANDERERS

= = el S oo

aura hattlers

has telepaths

a character
named Sakura

@
=
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1
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artemleti |_|1 2005

co-starred in Trapped
takes place
in France

SIGM UP AT: www TOKYOPOP.com 15




PROSE FOR THE PROS

16

A NOVEL CONCEPT FOR MANGA

The word from Japanese
publishing is, well, “words,” as
in manga novels, which are {iber
popular and a great way to read
more about your favorite manga
and anime characters. Manga
novels are opening up a new
chapter here in the U.S., too!
(Okay, sorry about all the puns—
| think you get the picture...but
in this case, there are nota lot
of pictures.)

We thought we'd share a few

of our favarite lines from some

of our much-loved novels. Will
these passages be the next “All
children, except one, grow up,”
“Marley was dead to begin with,
There is no doubt whatever about
that,” or “It was a pleasure to
burn™? Who knows—but we do

have great expectations for these
manga novels!

HACK//Al BUSTER
VOLUME 2

My part of the adventure ended
there. A moment later, Albireo and
Lycoris disappeared in a blaze of
light, again breaking the rules of
The World.

Their sudden disappearance left
my heart yearning for closure, |
decided to write Albireo an e-mail.
If possible, | wanted to meet him in
real life.

Albireo,

You and your words
touched my heart, I
hope, perhaps, that
you might feel the
same way. I don't know

WINTER 2006




where you and Lyco
disappeared to, but I
don't want to end our
adventure like this.
Please contact me.

My mause hovered over the send
ican, but instead, | clicked delete. |
was expecting too much.

GRAVITATION:
THE NOVEL

And thus, Shuuichi was kicked out
of the room.

He had been toyed with,
insulted, and rejected on a daily
basis, since the day he'd moved
in with Yuki. And yet, he was
happier than he'd ever been.
Why? Gravitation. A force applied
equally to all things, from which
nothing can escape ... In other
words, love, But the strength of
the force that drew lovers together
did not necessarily guarantee
happiness.

Shuuichi’s vague anxiety, his gut
instinct, had been trying to warn
him, He sensed the events about
to unfold, like an animal felt the
approach of a storm. He was going
to bomb at this concert contest,
in front of Japan—in front of the
world. And then Yuki wouldn't want
him anymore.

GUNDAM SEED
VOLUME 2

La Flaga turned to Kira. "You know
we can't rely on the resistance’s

SIGMN UPAT: www TOKYOPOP.com

forces, right? They're too weak.
Just do your best.” La Flaga
grinned. “But then, you always do.”
He patted Kira on the shoulder.

As he prepared to board the
Strike, Kira asked, "Do you know
what a ‘berserker is?”

La Flaga looked puzzled.
“Berserker? | think it's a crazed
soldier who becomes so enraged
in battle, he can't control himself.
Berserkers were legendary
ferocious fighters.”

Kira shivered. The Desert
Tiger thought of him as a crazed
soldier. That didn't mesh with
Kira's image of himself, but he had
managed to destroy many enemy
machines. He'd continue to do
whatever it took to protect the
ones he loved.

SLAYERS
VOLUME 6

| quickened my pace down the
path, out of town, and into the wild
forest. A sneaky little presence had
been following me for quiet some
time. | wrinkled my nose, more than
a little annoyed. Persistent little
jerk, | thought. It's either somehody
out to kill me, or a creep who's
found true love.

Not that | would blame him
for falling in love with me, mind
you. I'm sexier than a buffet table
after a thirty-day starvation diet.
| clenched my fists and took a
breath. Time to kick some butt.

e 4 | A

HACK//AI BUSTER

NN
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GRAVITATION




CHROMICLES OF THE CROSSWORD

118

CHRONICL

ES e

THINK YOU KNOW TOKYOPOP MANGA?

DOWN ACROSS

1. Battle Royale arena 6. ROCk

2. Earth "gero” 9. Initial D driver

3. DearSzero 10. Kimono sash

4. Chivalrous dragons 3 12. Their circumstances

5. Demon Lord disappointment - ( 13. Norse Armageddon

7. Cheers ' 14. Sleeper epic

8. My Dad, presidentof 16. What happens when you're

11. FLCL eye accessory

15. Homeplanet bravo 18
17. Kamichama catchphrase 19
20. Cowboy Bebop home “system” 22
21. i0_eNTITY exclamation 24

23. One woman one shots
25. Detective prodigy

26. Television accessory 34
27. Jing's profession 35
28. Not a real manga 36
29. Horoscope investigator 37

32. Off*Beat obsession

33. Paradise Kiss studio 40
38. Northside/Southside 44
39. Doll top of the line 45
41. Number of TOKYOPOP titles 46.

with “Dragon” in the name
42. Ai Yori Aoshi sweetheart
43. Shape of relationship in Crazy
Love Story

48.
50.
51

making other plans

. Japanese for “good”

. Kill Me, ___

. Foreboding road sign

. She’s got game

. Svikoden true rune

. Magical Shopping Arcade
. Vedic king

. Llove
. Free range

. Pita-Ten suffix

. Manga celebration

. Western etc.

. CLAMP’s almost Alice

Maney

. Winter candy

Battle Vixens original title
Culdcept’s woody mentor
Rides a horse with no name
Brother of a vampire is man’s
best friend

47. Jing's pet 54. Big city onmyouji
49, Possessor of the dragon voice 55. Third generation thiet
51. Petshop "lion” 56. "Retrievers”

52. BT'X machine
53. Rave companion

Get a clue! Visit:
www.TOKYOPOP.com/crossword
for all the answers!
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Goth Loli goddess Mitsukazu Mihara
has garnered an impressive level

of fan devotion in Japan, largely due
to the intricate and inspired Gothic
Lolita fashions worn by many of

her characters,

A master of the manga short story,
Mihara-sensei began her career as

an illustrator, gaining recognition and
acclaim for her distinct illustrations

in the Gothic Lolita Bible. Going on to
create such noteworthy titles as Happy

Family and IC in a Sunflower, Mihara-

sensei took storytelling to a new level

with Doll. a six-volume anthology Welcome to Otakon, Mihara-  devotees. What attracted you to
serins shout s world where hummskind senseil Is this your first time in the Gmhm Lalita fashion?
United States? tsukazu M | just |ove the

coexists with an intelligent race of

Notonlyisitmy  spirit of Gothic Lolita culture. When
androids called "dolls.”

firsttime in the United States, its my | first started drawing manga,
first time traveling abroad. I'm having  Gothic Lolita was just taking off and
the best time! | wanted to incorporate the trend, |

Gothic Lofita enthusiasts and sci-fi

lovers—Mitsu ihar : ¥
_ - kfml W a-fam;.nre think we've grown together. Actually,
passionate, dedicated and intelligent. What are your impressions  though, my first works were not
And with the release of Mihara-sensei’s of Otakon? Gothic Lolita—they were inspired
Beautiful People in February and tsukazu Mihara: | love it. All of more by punk.
Haunted House and R.L.P: Requiem in these am;zr:g r:us;lpiljavers—F;qulld sit L el
fend > and watch them all day long. This is et’s back up a bit. How di
Phonybrainin the fall, they e about to A P
something you just don't see in Japan! \,rau begin your career as a manga-ka?
grow significantly in number. Get on i Wheti T was
board while you still can. In Japan, the vast majority first starting off, | was very much
! of your fans are Gothic Lolita inspired by the work of Yumi Tada
Manga magazine sat down with
Mihara-sensei at the Otakan convention f
in Baltimore, where she discussed
'When
fashion, fandom and some of Sl _hm
Tokiko's f ves her for another
her surprising influences. woman, Tokiko assumes it's
she’s ugly. But when som
~Tim Beedle defacing Tokiko's doll, we soon leam that
ugliness has many forms.
-

Telling th Mimi, & strong-




(Yukikaze, Ludiow Garage, Sitting

in the Balcony). | actually became
her assistant. While working for
her, | was scouted and asked to
enter my work in an amateur manga
competition and was very surprised
when | learned that | won! | then
went on to submit my work to
Shodensha, who accepted it. I've
been extremely lucky in my career.

Other than Yumi Tada, who
are some of vuur influences?
Mitsukazu M 1 Kazuo Umezu
fﬂmcm Scary Banks}and Junko
Mizuno (Hansel & Gretel, Pure
Trance). | also really love Tim Burton,

beauty through

3 reveals

Heaily? He's an influence?

g i Oh yes! He's

my h|ggest Edward Scissorhands

is my favorite film of his. | find the way
he balances dark themes with humor
and heart to be inspiring. And | can't

wait to see Charlie and the Chocolate
Factoryand The Corpse Bride!

WSk

What about the science
fiction aspect in many of your books?
Your stories in Doll and Beautiful
People remind me of the work of
Isaac Asimov and Ray Bradbury. Are
you a fan?
Mitsukazn Mikara: I'm & very big fan
of science fiction. Blade Runneris

r iy & a

the 'sf‘ [‘urpurdnnr § pr::; room, where

one of my favorite movies. I'm also a
fan of Asimov's robot books. In fact,
the dolls in Dolf actually follow the
Three Laws of Robotics, even though
it's never explicitly stated.

Let's talk about Doflfor a
moment. Aside from being a great
piece of science fiction, there are a
lot of social and psychological issues
brought up in it. Did you intend for it
to make so many statements?
Mitsukazu Mihara: Yes, there were
many issues | wanted to write about.
Domestic violence, for one, remains
a prablem in Japan, and | felt Dolf
could be a good place to address it.

& 4 4 a

ually ruined by his out
detailed gothic a



Doll is tearless in its
subject matter, tackling
controversial issues such
as spousal abuse, gender

inequality, bulimia and

sexual objectification.

However, it was never intended to be
at the sacrifice of the story. Telling a
good story comes first,

Your stories often cross
into the fantastic or the surreal, but
the characters and their emotions
always feel real and relatable. How
do you pull this off?
Vi | take my
inspiration from my own life and |
only write about what | know. Now,
I'll often take familiar things and
exaggerate them for effect, but | have
to stick to what I'm familiar with.

For me to do it any other way would
weaken the story.

How does Gothic Lolita
fit inta it?

i In Doll, Gothic
Lolita fashion symbolizes eternal
beauty. The perfect Gothic Lolita
never ages—she remains young.
It's as if she's not human, but a
machine—aor a doll.

Do you have a favorite
character in Doll?
Mitsukazu Mihara: | like lchiro, the
Remodeler. Of all the characters, he's
the most like me.

What has your experience
been like working with an American

entertainment company, as opposed
to a Japanese company?

M a: It's actually
gasier to work with TOKYOPOP than
with Japanese companies. Most
publishers are not as concerned with
quality, but TOKYOPOP pays extra
attention to keeping the integrity of
my work. | am extremely happy.

What are you working on
now?
lihara: | have a couple of
projects I'm working on: Doku Hime
and Shigeshashi.

Do you have a message for

your fans in America?
lit WMihara: Thank you for

all your support! I'm so pleasantly
surprised and grateful that the
American fans “get it” despite
all of the cultural differences!
The fact that Gothic Lolita is so
popular here in the States pleases
me very much!

WWINTER 1006




PALISE

WE INTERRUPT THE MANGA TO BRING YOU THIS VERY IMPORTANT ANNOUNCEMENT

'6dD M'OHG-GO-LEFG

to the back of o
"YWTW'iHEI soaked up the more cutti
hottest manga from Japan,
you need to turn to the front of

our manga mag for some of
TOKYOPOP's originally created
manga and other cool articles.

0f course, if you're blown away by what
you've been reading, then e-mail your
friends, call your loved ones, and write
the president—tell them all about the

Manga Revolution!

SIGN UP AT: www.TOKYOPOP.com 123




LOWELESS

Lprbrrl

MEMO-
RiEsT

e
a\»\___;j :

e

L 1( THAT'S
RIGHT

T
PON'T  painr
THEZOW THEM

THEM our
AWAY,  LateR

SOUBIL.

We see Ritsuka's opinion about Soubi change, and this
may turn out to be a mistake later in the manga... <<
'Ed0 PIOHG-GO-1BFG ! g
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LOVELESS

HEY,
ARE YOU
EREE QIGHT
NOW?

| LET'S N ] e e
J 60 MAEE , ) ) : e
| SOME

| MEMOZIES!

] 'ﬁ‘ [ WHATEVER

YOU WANT, |

erTeuka. |
|

<< Ritsuka has amnesia, and wants to make memories in
a very tangible way—for instance, he takes photos.

SIGM UPAT: wew TOKTOPOPRcom
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LOVELESS

“Sentouki” (previous
page| can be translated a
lot of different ways—
"sento” means “fight,”
“ki” means “machine” —
such as "batile machine”
or “battle unit” We
decided upon “fighter

uni,” or “weapon.”

126

{
/
YOoU'ee | voures
SEIMEIS /I | SEMeErs
f e
Vi
.'/I /'I
you |
ENOW MY |
BROTHER? |
BUT YOU'VE f
NEVEZ COME /

TO OUR HOUSE, |
BIAHT? T
WOULPN'T

FORSET.

pig YOU
COME TO
GEE ME,
SouBI?

Note how Ritsuka's attitude totally changes when Soubi
tells him he knew his brother. <<
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HE —
POEENT e S
HAVE
gdes!
/ N
[ wHoTHE | @
J HelLage | @
N OYOUR A B
II - ‘3
A i
| N 8
w8
| wronap- |7 A
Lopeept | (TS
A L=
ERVERTP!
I
WHAT
KING OF
| ANSIWER 12
THATZ
A
TELL
L (v
<< Ritsuka goes into kitty mode—he's hissing. We felt it
necessary to translate the sound FX. a0 MOHG-GO-18PG
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LOVELESS
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WM ¥ '.I' - l—\_-\‘ { 1
i — / WOULON'T
Z= = 1o set

THig = /’L / rgfms- ME,
=5 e S e INeTEAD.  RITSUKA.

SIGN UP FOR FREE MANGA MAGAZINE:

Soubi knows a lot more about what's going on than
Ritsuka does... <<

PEd0 PIOHE-GD-LBPG

WINTER 1006




LOVELESS

Soubi has bandages
around his neck—and
we'll find out why later
in this volume.

Ritsuka has bandages,
too—1ragically, his
mother hit him. She is

kind of crazy, constantly

asking, "When is Ritsuka

coming hack?”

<< Ritsuka runs into Soubi. Ritsuka freaks out a bit: he
looks young, but doesn't have cat ears—he’s an adult.

SIGH UP AT: www TOKYOPOPRcom 12%
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Loveless may look pretty—Kouga-sensei's art is
gorgeous—hutit deals with darkthemes and dark issues.
These are incredibly damaged people, and despite the
age difference, they have a lotin common, <<
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RIBHT.[  pigsce pe
FRIENDS |
WE'RE WITH HiM,
BOING \ HAWATARI-
\ SaN. o
/ M,

A
s v

<< “Double life"; Two years before the story starts,
samething happened—we don’t yet know what—that PEaD MORG-GO-LEPG
caused Ritsuka's personality to change. He became cold
and isolated, and instead focused on his grades.
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More on “adults”: The teacher is 23 years old and still
has her ears. <<
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S0 M j

SLEMENTARY
SLHOOL

BOING
TO THE

PUBLIC LIBEARIES

LigZagy PON'T HAVE

ANY 5000
Boos

There are many things

Soubi does that we should
PsUA-

%
—
&

w 4
i v uflly) not emulate. Take the
a /
.1.4 smoking: It's dirty and
A
T
£ A - disgusting—your teeth

yellow, your breath turns

LOOK... !
/J you grass. It's unhealthy to
¢ the d on top of
S r max, and on top
SOT TRUE IF .
'152':;:% :v ,.:;2:.1 s‘g that, no one wants to kiss

you! Kiss an ashtray if you

don't believe us!

T PisaNG
X e ore

<< Characters who are “not adults” in the world of
Loveless have kitty ears and a tail.
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This is the first time we meet Soubi, the second
protagonist. He's an ambiguous hero, at best—it's not
entirely clear which side he's on, as we'll see... <<
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LOWELESS

When 12-year-old Ritsuka discovers a posthumous
message from his older brother Seimei indicating he
was murdered, he becomes involved in a shadowy
world of spell battles and secret names. Together
with the mysterious Soubi, the search to find Seimei’s
killer and uncover the truth begins!

But in this world, where mere words have
unbelievable power, how can you find true friendship
and happiness when your very name is Loveless?

Part haunting mystery and part psychological
drama—with a little shonen-ai mixed in—Kouga-
sensei's luscious, gorgeous art effortlessly
accentuates this eagerly awaited series

~Lillian Diaz-Przybyl

SIGN UP AT: wwe TOKYOPOP com

Yun Kouga is the fan-favorite
artist of several hit manga
series, including Earthian,

published by BLU. Check out

www.BLUmanga.com.




22 . . & |1 ( HUFF
Dragon Head was o A HUFF
/ e

also made into a live-

action film directed by

Hiroyuki Okiura, who
fans may know from the
groundbreaking Japanese
anime Jin-Roh:

The Wolf Brigade.

However, another survivor might have other plans. And
if Teru does find a way to the surface, what horrors will

await him in Mochizuki-sensei's intense and terrifying







PLEASE...

Teru is seriously freaking out, He's desperate to find a
survivar. Howe someone should tell Teru to be careful
what he wishes for... <<




One of the many cool
things about Dragon
Head is that events unfold
almost in real time,
adding to the tension. And
as for staying cool, notice
all the sweat pouring off
Teru's face. And trust us.
There is a lot of sweat in

this book.

<< Can you imagine seeing all of your classmates dead,
their bodies bloody and b uld you stay coal and

collected enough to save yourself?

SIGN LIP AT ww




With only a lighter to guide him, Teru comes to the grim
realization that he might be the only survivor of the train
crash. <<

WINTER 2006




1 by Minetaro Mochizuki
o -

Imagine you're riding an a train, coming home after a
classtrip. The cabin is dark, since you've just entered
a long, winding tunnel. You're sharing laughs with
your friends, making fun of your teacher, trying to
impress the classmate you have a crush on...

THEN SUDDENLY THE TRAIN VIOLENTLY BUCKLES
AND ROCKS!! IS IT AN EARTHQUAKE?! Before you
even have time to ponder such a question, the train
derails, knocking you unconscious...

When you wake up, the train is in ruins, it's pitch-
black, and all your friends and teachers are dead...
You crawl over the debris and the bodies in search
of survivors...and a way out!

~Paul Morrissey

Simply put, Dragon Head is
the best “survival horror”
manga |'ve ever read. It
knocked me on the floor.

It's gripping, intense, and
loaded with suspense. Our
protagonist, Teru Aoki, leads
readers through a twisting
tunnel full of carnage,

despair, and madness...

THE END OF EVERYONE IS JUST THE BEGINNING.

DRAGON HedD



KAMI=KATE
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SIGN UP FOR FREE MANGA MAGAZINE:

Their target, of course, is Mikogami Misao, the Girl of
Water with power aver the demons...and as we'll see

later, it will be left to Ishigami Kamuro, the Man of Earth,
to stop them...or all Hell will break loose. <<
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KAMIKAZE

o [
A HA HA HA
/£ HA! vou §
e CALL THIS

[ | HITTING

BACK?!

OUT AND |
FIGHT!!!

<< In Kami-Kaze, warriors can have senses of humor as
big as their guns, as in this Battle Royale-esque scene, Pean MOHG-G0-18F6
which demonstrates the ruthless lengths to which they
will hunt and kill.
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..with nothing to do but watch as the hunt turns
BXCessive. <<
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<< Trapped atop the roof, with big guns blazing all around
the school...

SIGN UP AT; www TOKYOPOP com 145




Part of what makes the
manga a page-tumer is
that we make discoveries
at the same time as the
characters do. A commen
flaw in action and
suspense writing

is that the reader is

often one step ahead

of the characters.

IR
i uhi&_dllu i

The tension mounts, as the Girl of Water doesn't know
what to believe—she traps her so-called friend. <<
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T DIDN'T
LiE. THEY'RE
DOING THIS
ON THEIR
OWN.

\-.
YOUVE . st Al \
NEVER | . i ] | kNock
HELD ONE 7y = IT OFF |
BEFORE DON'T PLAY |
YouR WITH THAT
HANDS ARE /- + iy
SHAKING. /  /
7 : .".\‘
. - Gt
1 e LR
: b
184

<< Shiki-sensei creates a lot of tension and drama in
both the art and dialog—who do you believe?

SIGN UP AT www TOKYOPOPcom -




WWW.TOKYOPOP.COM
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The Girl of Water, who does not yet know the extent of her
powers, appears in the top panel with one of her school

friends—who has been ordered to capture her! <<




KAMPKAZE

WE GOT
PERMISSION
TO GO AHEAD
WITHOUT THE

) I.I'. | . l 1 | / \
Keep 1T | ! | Heaps ug |
BABIES! I'M |
TO WITHIN GONNA SET I
Timis. THIS TOWN

<< A word of caution; Kami-Kaze is not for the faint of
heart, as heads go flying and explosions erupt in the PEan MOHG-GO-LEFG
blink of an eye.
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P80 MOHE-GO-LBFG

Enter the supernatural warriors... Ladies beware: There's
no sense losing your head over a cute boy, especially
when he's a warior on the hunt for the Girl of Water—
who just happens to go to your school... <<
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Released in Japan from 1997 to 2003, Kami-Kaze
has a huge worldwide fan following.

Shiki-sensei’'s supernatural action-horror epic is
a thrilling search for the legendary Girl of Water,
whose blood can unlock the transdimensional prison
that holds the fabled 88 beasts..and unleash them
unto our world!

Intent on tracking her down, a host of supernatural
warriors descends upon modern-day Tokyo, all
thirsting for the imminent destruction of mankind.
All, that is, except one rogue swordsman, who is
inexplicably duty-bound to protecting the Girl of
Water at all costs.

~Luis Reyes

Fans of Satoshi Shiki's

artwork may know that

the manga-ka also created
the character conceptual
designs for the Daphne in the

Brilliant Blue anime.



Every week we receive
hundreds of your letters
and art (and the odd Band-
Aid), and from the bottom
of our hearts, you bring us
great joy. We wish there
were a way lo respond

to each and every one of
you. Until then, please
keep the mail coming and
spread the word about the
Manga Revolution. Furuba
fans are the best fans in

the world!
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FRUITS BASKET

—

<< Even more from: “38 Reasons for Kyo and Tohru to Be
Together”: “#38: Kyo loves Tohru, Tohru loves Kyo. End
of story. Any questions? Hmmm, didn’t think so!”
~Simonne P., Springfield, MA

SIGM UP AT: www TOKYOPOPcom
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FRUITS BASKET

EVEN THOLIGH
ITS S0 SMALL
IT SEEMS LIKE..

AT WILL 60
OLT WITH THE
SLIGHTEST
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ALBTIN )\
T/—ff&/% 74
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e

\ /T DEFINITEL Y
/S BLIRNING

SIGN UP FOR FREE MANGA MAGAZINE:

“I've read many manga books, but Fruits Basket is by far
the best series. The characters are great and the way
you draw the zodiac animals is so adorable. PS: My
friend Sandy says, ‘Hi.”™ ~Lauren M., Sherman Oaks, CA

Pedn MOHG-G0-18PE
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COMEBACK |
SAFELY..

EVEN IF
THE ©4IN
S5T0PS...

- AN
TELLS
ME THAT
WINTER IS
COMING.
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. THE WIND IS
UNPLEASANTLY
COLD..




YOU ARE! I'VE
BEEN LOOKING
ALL OVER
FOR YOU!

COME |

,.w“*;y WITH ME! |
| ]
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<< More from: 38 Reasons for Kyo and Tohru to Be
Together”: "#32: Kyo can cook!!!l Doooooh!! / #33: Kyo
cooks with Tohru!!!! Ooooooh!!”

~Simonne P, Springfield, MA

SIGN UP AT: www TOKYOPOP com
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e SO, | DONT

i | WANT ..

| DON'T

WANT YOU YOU TO '
DECIDING MY DECIDE

FATE FOR ANYTHING...

ME. LWITHOUT
ASKING ME.

a
= A1) WHERE I'LL
A APPLY.. |
Outpr LILL THINK i g
ABOUT THAT v
s &1 =
T
- - F 3
il
l--';.l.:.
A : :
= The kindness of Furuba fans: “Sorry if you got a paper

cut from my letter. Here's a Band-Aid.”

~Judy W., San Diego, CA, with Band-Aid inserted into a
Fruits Basket fan letter <<
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< TO DO THAT,
| KNOW [}
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| RUNING =3
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<< From “38 Reasons for Kyo and Tohru to Be Together”:
“#12: Kyo gets embarassed when Tohru was told that
when he was little, he got so scared, and he cried...
That's a cute sign of love!” ~Simanne P, Springfietd, MA

SIGMN UP AT www TOK YOPOFP.com 113}
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MY, MY...

ARE YOU ALL
RIGHT?
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SIGN UP FOR FREE MANGA MAGAZINE:

<< “| discovered Fruits Basket in 2004, and | fell in love
instantly. It really makes you think about who Tohru is Pea0 MOKG-G0-LBFG
going to end up with, | wish | had a choice like that!”
~ Kansas P, St. Cloud, FL

SIGN UP AT: www. TOKYOPOF.com
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“I've been reading this manga forever, and have come to
the canclusion that it’s entirely too good. Not to mention

- the guys are perfect!!”
PR0 IR R-665 ~"Toboe S." Somerset, KY <<
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<< "At my friend’s birthday, we played Truth or Dare. |
was asked, 'If you could go out with anyone in the world,
who wauld it be? A huge smile sprang to my face. |
answered, ‘No doubt, Kyo-kun.""~Kelsey H., Seatac, WA
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PEaD MUHG-GO-1EFE

LETUS
BEGIN THE

CONFERENCE [' 5
FORTHWITH!

Aoy, 7 /il -
fz,eh! i |

THEY ARE FILLED
WITH RESPECT FOR THE
WONDERFUL BEING THAT IS
THE FEMALE TEACHER WHO
GUIDES MY DEAR YOUNGER
BROTHER AND WHOSE FAIR
VISAGE INSPIRES ROMANTIC

FANTASY...

WHAT ARE
YOU DOING

HEREZ!

THESE
ROSES ARE |
FOR YOU,
MADAME

“Thank you so much for writing Fruits Basket. You've
opened my eyes to a whole new world of books!”

~Heather L., Vadnais Heights, MN <<

WINTER 2006
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BUSINESS WE
CALL RAIN
IS TRULY A

PROFOUNDLY

MYSTERIOUS

THING!

AFTER
HINDERING MY
AWAKENING, IT DID
NOT EVEN GRANT
ME THE FAVOR OF
ALLOWING ME TO
FIX MY HAIR!

: BUT THERE
T ISNO LONGER
) Y neeoror

WORRY, YUKI!

|, WHO AM
NUMBER ONE IN
AFFECTION FOR
MY YOUNGER
BROTHER, HAVE
NOW HUMBLY
ARRIVED!

FOR MAKING
YOU WAIT!

SIGM UP AT: www TOKYOPOP com 14%
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BECAUSE
OF HER 1
THOUGHT...

I NEVER
WANT PLIT
THINGS INTO
WOkDS
AGAIN

WINTER 2006
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ARE MEAN- 11
INGLESS:. :‘ B

WHAT IF
YOU ARE A

THEYRE 5
POWERLESS. Jisal AR
/ it " N { 8
I -' h . 4 : | : \\1'. \ :
,,/”H ’\ \...-..\\
SHE WONT . S SN e oors
LET THEM SR et
REACH HER, |
AND THEN..
AGAINST
HER..
wTHEY. THE HEAD
DIE. OF THE FAMILY
LIKES YOLU-
WHAT MORE DO
S g

<< "l love Momiji the best. he’s so cute! But | can't find
any store that has volume 6. I'm very disappointed.
Anyway, bye byel” ~Purum L., Bayside, NY

PeaD MONG-GO-LEPG

SIGM UP AT: warw TOKYOPOP com
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| DON'T KNOW
WHAT YOURE
TALKING ABGLIT,
YLK

EVER SINCE YOUI

WERE LITTLE | Ty
HAVE NEVER ONCE (Y

HEARD YOU SAY \ \
YOUHATEIT. X

P'EdD MUKG-GO-LEFG

<< "I'ma new but HUGE fan of Fruits Basket. | love Kyo
so much. And Akito, even though he's so evil—L0L—and
Hatsuharu, and Hatori, and Shigure, and Yuki, and | could
go on but | won't bore you.” ~Amy W., Suisun, CA

WINTER 2006




WHEN WE

FOUGHT OVER
— WHETHER OR
~ NOT HE WOLLD
0 | APPLYTOTHIS
SN ::" s \ SCHOOL...

| SULK AND GIVE
Y ME THE SILENT
TREATMENT.

NO T
DIDNT...

THATS
NOT T,
MOTHER,

l ST
WANT TO
&0 TO&0 D
AN UTSIPE

SCHOOL.

/HATE
T HERE
WITH THE

fALAYsS p';'_,a T ME pr
HAVE..AND TO THIS.

TALWAYS
WILL.

SIGM UP AT: www TOKYOPOP com




r‘{"\\f &y ;-'I | TR

A ey 4 p oy |

. vl MS. SOHMA,
G W/ PLEASE
3 STOP.

WHAT
ARE YOU
SAYINGZ

.YOU ARE
HITTING YOUR
CHILD WITH
HURTFUL

| DONT CARE

OH..PERHAPS

ABOUT TIH-'\f | LWPSET YOU
AT ALL WHEN | SAID,
"UNDISTIN-

GUISHED.

I

YOURE

| . ’ﬁ' _ HLeeyr 3 ' STILL SINGLE,

| e & THEY : CORRECT?

| i CAN BE S0 T MUST BE
SELFISH.. NICE TO BE SO

CARE-FREE.

ITS

| NOTEASY
LIKE THIS C:;} E':EN

BOY

WINTER 2006




<

You
THOUGHT YoU
COULD CHOOSE
YOUR OWN HIGH
SCHOOL AND
YOU PICKED
THIS UNDISTIN-
GUISHED
PLACE.

WWW.TOKYOPOP.COM

| IFALL You
| WANTTODO
IS DISOBEY
ME.THENBE | f/ "
TR
\ NEVER
. HAVE.. }
L S
. -‘_-f,".-

IF YOU DON'T
GET YOUR ACT |
TOGETHER SOON, |
IT WILL CAUSE
PROBLEMS FOR
ME, T00.

'

ANYTHING ON
YOUR OWN,
CAN YOU?

SIGN UP FOR FREE MANGA MAGAZINE;

<< "l love Furubal | can't wait for the end of the series,
but that makes me sad because | won't have any more
fFruits Basketto look forward to!” ~Jordan L., Dallas, TX

SIGN UP AT: www TOKYOPOPcom




LI HE WILL

o | il | g |
Al il | ! LT\..I.ON IU
T ;: LA COLLEGE.
. )& “.’ .
., [
_HAVE ! & -
ALREADY BEEN ) . &
DECIDED. OF COURSE,
THE PLACES HE
WILL APPLY..

IT'S ALREADY
BEEN DECIDED
THAT YUKI WILL
STAND AT THE

WAIT. TOP OF THE
SOHMA FAMILY et
LT | ooy
You . | IT WOULD BE
CANT JUST ( AW J3F=g  DISGRACEFLL IF
N e 1 | =miae
A E,
ASKING ME! DECIDE THIS | ACADEMIC

\ BACKGROLND.

ONYOUR [
OWNZ

“Saki-chan is my favorite female character. She wears such
pretty Gothic clothes, and she can sense Dempa waves. All
in all, Saki-chan is great, and woe betide all those who say
otherwise.” ~Gwendolyn C., Tualatin, OR <<

P20 PIOHG-GO-LBFG

WINTER 2006




FRLITS BASKET

| HOPE
WERE NOT
LATE

WELL... &

THERE'S I
NO NEED i
GO OVER IT I/

AGAIN. f i

o) /e
| i'r,;'f f -,-'I. RS | WE GET THIS
/ AR ER BN L CONFERENCE
[\i |‘ f[p&f@t‘ [ { fiﬁ;} OVER WITH?
j,__,‘_ \ '
! a " _'___'_- Fa
i LS x"/ Ib\
[ e f'.“-.l: \
BY Jf‘ /' IDRATHER Forr——To 7T}
WHICHYoU | A 7 NOTWASTE  [f oA ~fV) /A7) /5
MEAN.Z r& \ /) TIME. j’ ﬁ;.x-"-k-,‘/‘v? J &7 )
7y \J f

SIGN UP AT wwww TOKYOPOP com
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FRUITS BASKET

Hajimemashite
and konnichiwal
Tim Tﬂ.‘myﬂ.

Rin is the one
on the cover.
Acfuaﬁy. I ?ef
the strong feel-
ing that it would
have been better
for her to be on
14... Volume |4
focuses on her
more, and 5!'-\25
not even in this

one! f."aug.iq)

But...well.. it
can't be helped.
At first, T
Hﬁaugﬁnf af(gfv-
r'ha Rin short
hair, but then I
said to myself,
When I think of
a horse, I think
of the mane
bl"cwmg n the
wind. " And 50
she got her long
hair. T re;ref it
a little. The ink!
H:-ua k!

An?‘wa)r. this is
the cefetrated
13* volume

Please enjoy it!

HAVE YOU
HEARD?

YUKI-KUN
WAS THE
ONLY ONE

WHO GOT IT [
POSTPONED.

TODAY'S THE

DAY OF YLKI-

KUN'S CONFER-
ENCE!

| WONDER IF
IT WILL BE

HIS MOM OR
HIS DAD WHO
COMES WITH

| WONDER
WHAT THEY
LOOK LIKE?Z DO
YOU THINK THEY
LOOK LIKE HIMZ

“What | like best about Fruits Basket is that it teaches
many different lessons in life, and | also like your taste
in comedy.”

~Miko L. (Shoren’s sister), Daly City, CA <<

'WINTER 2006




ARENT

KEEP HAVING YOU LLICKY,
HIM BE YOUR VLK1
FRIEND.” "
)
NS THEEADIOg
A THE FAWIY

LIKES S0l

Q

<< “l can'ttell you how much | loooovvwve Fruits Basket.
Normally, | wouldn't like romance stories, but Fruits
Basketis so breathtaking.”

~Shoren L. (Miko's sister), Daly City, CA

SIGH UP AT: www. TOKYOPOPcam
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' WANT
060
HOME,

IHATE IT= X
THERE!" S,

THATE T,
: \ /WANT TO
TR GO HOME*

~ MOTHER*

MOTHER...”

<< “Dear Ms. Takaya, |'ve fallen in love with your manga
Fruits Basket. | myself want to be an anime/manga artist.
How did you get started? I'm so interested in how you
made your dream come true!” ~Sally H., Newnan, GA

WINTER 2008
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1620 MIOHG-G0-LBPG

SIGN UP AT: www TOKYOPOP.com
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WWW.TOKYOPOP.COM

SIGN UP FOR FREE MANGA MAGAZINE:

I'ead MOAG-GO-LEBPG

EVEN
THROLIGH
THE
ANPALL RECEIVER,
THE FEEL - MY
INGS FROM MOTHER'S
BACK VOICE...
THEN..
HAD THE &
SAME
CHILL T
ALWAYS
SCAME
FLOODING
BACK TO
ME.

WINTER 2006



FRUNTS BASKET
e ——

‘5"d|'1'¢,( Calebrating

volume I3

e

<< "] LOVE Fruits Basket. My friends and | at school
drool over all the characters. We even started our own
Yuki fan club! We call it the Yuki Yakuza, and | am the L.L.
{Lovely Leader).” ~Chelsea F,, Middletown, DE

SIGN UP AT: www TOKYOPOP com 183
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Hiro Sohma, the Ram (or sheep) ﬁ /
y

This caustic tyke is skilled at throwing verbal

barbs, but he has a soft spot for Kisa. [ (
‘ -
- P

Ritsu Sohma, the Monkey

- This shy kimono-wearing member of the Sohma
family is gporgeous. But this "she” is really a he!!
Crossdressing calms his nerves,

i Aluto Sohma
 The head of the Sohma clan. Lt figure of () SRS
: many secrets. Treated wnh fear arld réverence, i/

184 WINTER 2006




Momiji Sohma, the Rabbit

Half-German. He’s older than he looks. Mother
rejected him because of the Sohma curse. r

Hatsuharu Sohma, the Ox

The nicest of guys, except when he goes “Black.”
Then you'd better watch out.

~ Kisa Sohma, the Tiger
 Kisa bat:ame shy and self-conscious due to constant

; "'teasmg by her classmates. Yuki, who has similar
nsecurities, feels particularly close to Kisa.

<< "Thankyou for understanding my Fruits Basketfan art.
Two pieces of my fan art have been published in Fruits
Basket. You gave me the courage to keep drawing.”
~Na-young K., Spout Spring, VA

SIGN UP AT, www TOKYOPOP com

rd |
£

WWW.TOKYOPOP.COM

N UP FOR FREE MANGA MAGA

"
|

SIG

FEan PIOAG-G0-LEPG




rruits Dagket Characters

Mabudachi Trio

Slugure Sohma, the Dog

Enigmatic, mischievous and a little
perverted. A popular novelist.

Hatori Sohma, the Dragon
Fatm]y doctor to the Sohmas. Only thmg he -
can 't cure is his broken heart.

WWW.TOKYOPOP.COM

Ayame Sohma, the Snake

Yuki’s older brother. A proud and playful
drama queen...er, king. Runs a costume shop.

SIGN UP FOR FREE MANGA MAGAZINE:

“I would like you to know that | am a huge Fruits Basket
fan. | appreciate all the hard work you've done to make
this manga a hit!"

~Stephanie C., Warrior, AL <<

WINTER 2008




L Tohru Honda

y The ever-optimistic hero of our story.
An orphan, she now lives in Shigure’s
house, along with Yuki and Kyo, and
is the only person outside of the family
who knows the Sohma family’s curse.

Yuki Sohma, the Rat ¢

s
Soft-spoken. Self-esteem issues. (’%} N e
At school he's called “Prince Yuki.” .’w -
= L g

Kyo Sohma, the Cat

The Cat who was left out of the Zodiac.
Hates Yuki, leeks and miso. But mostly
Yuki.

~ Kagura Sohma, the Boar
 Bashful, yet headstrong. Determined to
- marry Kyo, even if it kills him.

FRLITS BASKET |

SIGM UP AT: www TOKYOPORcom
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PeaD MOKGGO-1BFG

STORY SO FAR...

Hello, I'm Tohra Honda and I have come

to know a terrible secret. After the death

of my mother, 1 was living by myself in a
tent, when the Sohma family took me

in. I soon learned that the Sohma

family lives with a curse! Fach family
member is possessed by the vengeful
spirit of an animal from the Chinese

Lodiac. Whenever one of them becomes
weak or is hugded by a member of the
opposite sex, they change into their

Todiae animal!

&2
o

- -
THE NEW iy
SCHOOL TERM'\Y]

15 STARTING |

AND | HAVE A |
NEW MISSION IN |
¥ FE-TD BREAK |

b gt |l 1 = l.‘»ltj :’JH.M:\

WONDER e CLIRSE! | KNOW
WHAT | CAN [Pl R 1 |1 — Gurn | e
DOTOBREAK (3 I ' QRIS coweences (ERRDR
THE SOHMA, | s f

Pz

LIM'S MOTH
DELAVEDMIS Tl
. Vv ot (-

“..I'd also like to give a shout out to Takaya-sensei: ‘Left-
handers rule!” {Sorry, couldn't help it). My last comment is
that | wanted to say a warm welcome to Fruits Basket's
new editor, Paul Morrissey.” ~Danielle P, Visalia, CA <<

WINTER 2008




<< "l am so glad you were ahle to translate Fruits Basket
into English—I thank you so much! | own seven volumes
of the Furuba manga and | hope to get the anime for my
birthday....

SIGN UPAT: www TOKYOPOPcom
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SIGN UP FOR FREE MANGA MAG

Okay, | lied—! just want to make sure you all know that
Fruits Basket volume 13, from which this preview is
taken, will not be in stores until April. ~PM. <<

Medan MAiG-Go-18rG




FRUITS BASKET

As we met to discuss what we could
say to add value to the following Fruits
Basket preview, we kept staring at
{and tripping over) the boxes and
boxes of Fruits Basket fan letters.
And then it hit us: Rather than fill
up the following pages with our

keen editorial insight, we'd turn

these preview pages over to you,

our fans and our friends.

Tohru Honda was an orphan
So as you will see, we are

reprinting your comments and
letters about why you love
Natsuki  Takaya's  Fruits
Basket—we  certainly
couldn’t say it any

better.

with no place to go until
the mysterious Sohma
family offered her a place

to call home...

Enjoy...| know | did!

~Paul Morrissey /\/\



FINANCIEr BRGPAOMDINGIME Emi Honda gives us

a blow-by-blow account of what really goes on during a
daily commute in Tokya!

Hello there! My name is Emi and | work with the TOKYOPOP
finance team. | have a unique perspective about the
Manga Revolution, partly because | may have the longest
commute on the planet. For the past year, | have been
working out of the U.S. and Tokyo offices. | see a lot of
cultural differences, a few of which | would like to share
with you—take a ride with me!

In Los Angeles, CA, where the TOKYOPOP U.S. office is
located, | spend a lot of my commute in the car. It's like
another office for me—1 even eat my breakfast sometimes
when I'm driving. But in Tokyo, | commute by the packed
train. During rush hour, a station attendant has to squeeze
and stuff passengers into the train car to close the door.
Sometimes you're so squished that you do not need to hold
your bag, because it is stuck between people! It is still
tolerable during the winter season, but can you imagine it
during summertime...? Phew!

You might be surprised that a lot of people, young and old,
read manga on the train. | notice a lot of cute high school
girls in their uniforms, with upper thigh-high skirts like you
see in manga.

There are even some girls with caked-on tan-looking
makeup. Those girls are called ganguro, which means
“black face.” This style has swept Japan. It's like a modern-
day minstrel show, but also sart of a rebellion against the
stereotypical geisha image. (One gangurotold me, *l want
to be different—like the rest of my friends.”)

On the way home, you might see a drunk person on a train.
Some of them just sleep, but some of them can actually
sleep while they are standing! (Unfortunately, the train
moves fast, so you'll want to watch out for sameone falling
on you, or, warse, becoming sick!)

There are many more stories about my commute, But it's
all part of a vibrant, unique cufture. | love the beauty and
imagination of Japan. | love its inspiration and passion.
Nexttime you come, make sure you visit the “real” Japan—
after you enjoy reading TOKYOPOP manga, of course!

~Emi Honda

WWW.TOKYOPOP.COM

SIGN UP AT

WINTER 2006
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COME OUT TO PLAY:

DrauDn Heal

OH, THE HORROR,
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YURN OVER MANGA
MAGAZINE FOR
MORE MANGA

e PREVENS THAT

ARE TASTIER

u Stm s |
i S TEPPANYAK! |

PAID
OREM, U
PERMIT NO 148




